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The Spousing, Mating and Reproductive Behavior of the White spotted

Bamboo Shark ( Chiloscyllium plagiosum) from South Fujian
Coastal Waters

CHEN Lin, CHEN Mingru , YANG Sheng yun

(College of Oceanography and Environmental Science, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: The captive white spotted bamboo sharks were kept to observe their courting, mating and spawning behavior, and their

mating and reproductive behavior were discussed. T he courtship and copulation process of the white spotted bamboo shark can be dr

. . .. / . ’ .. . .
vided into four parts: cruising, bend of male s clasper, copulation and extract of male s clasper. Cruising took most of the time of the

whole process. After the mating information was confirmed between the male and the female, the clasper of the male began to bend

and then they copulated. After the copulation, the clasper was extracted from the cloaca of the female. When the female ovulated, she

rubbed her abdomen with pipes, stub in order to speed up the deposition process. After the egg case deposited out of the body, the fe-

male held it in the mouth cirding around the pipes, stubs or stones, finally, the egg cases were entangled firmly with them by tendrils.

The time of the female deposited was not fixed, which most happened at night and in the day occasionally. The female produced two

eggs at most time, one occasionally. Deposition of eggs extended for 60 days or so and the eggs were produced every 7 to 9 days. One

female produced 11 eggs on average in a single breeding season with the parent fish sex ratio of keeping was 20 1( ¢ . d).

Key words: Chiloscyllium plagiosum; mating behavior; reproductive behavior



