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New progress on osteological study of
prehistoric human in China

CAO Jiayi', ZHU Hong'?
1. Department of Mongolian History, Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot 010021;
2. Research Center for Chinese Frontier Archaeology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012

Abstract The osteological study of prehistoric human in China has a history of nearly a century.
Since 2010, the achievements in prehistoric human remains research have not only increased year
by year, but also covered many aspects such as the survival, health, diet, and migration of groups.
The newly discovered fossils of ancient humans from the Early Pleistocene to the Late Pleistocene
provide new evidence for the evolution of early humans and the origin of modern humans in East
Asia. The understanding of the evolution of the physical characteristics of ancient populations in
China since the Holocene has been deepening, and the integration of ancient ethnic groups has

become the focus of research. Compared with previous studies, the past ten years have been a
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critical period for the development of prehistoric human osteoarchaeology, with continuous
innovation in research theories and methods, and the research objects taking into account both
individuals and groups, and the research horizons have been continuously broadened. In the study
of ancient humans in the Pleistocene, ancient DNA, tooth geometric morphometric, and
biomechanical methods have been increasingly applied. After entering the Holocene, further
research has been conducted on the relationship between ancient ethnic groups and the formation of
modern nations. In addition, it also includes the health status of populations, morphometric,
subsistence strategy, and palaeopathology. This paper summarizes the research about prehistoric
human osteology in China since 2010.

Keywords human osteoarchaeology; evolution; stable isotopes; palaeopathology
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