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Achieving Win-Win Situation in Forest Conservation and Timber Supply
through Enhanced Forest Management

TANG ShouZheng & LEI XiangDong

Institute of Forest Resource Information Techniques, Chinese Academy of Forestry, Beijing 100091, China

Chinese forestry is facing double and serious challenges of self-sufficient timber supply and ecological security. The
nation is able to feed 1.3 billion people with 1.2x10° hm? of arable land. Now the questions are if its 2x10® hm* of
forest is sufficient to supply the timber for the population, and how to achieve a win-win situation for nearly
self-sufficiency in timber supply and ecological security? In this paper, we outline the basic situations of China’s
forestry and discuss the necessity of self-sufficient timber supply. We have demonstrated that the feasibility to
achieve both self-sufficient timber supply and ecological services based on analysis of production potential and
technology applications. We show that it is completely possible to achieve self-sufficient timber supply and
ecological conservation in China by combining a few strategies together. These include forest restoration by
mimicking the natural process to establish stable and healthy forest ecosystems centered on forestry management,
scientific preparation and implementation of forest management plans, and improvement of infrastructure in forest
areas and relevant forestry policies.

forest management, self-sufficient timber supply, forest conservation, mimicking natural process, target
tree-oriented management system
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