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E volution on Connotation of Space in Hum an G eography

SHISong NNG YueM n

(The Center for M odern Chinese City Studies E ast China N omal University, Shanghai 200062 )

Abstract Space is one of the most inportant concepts of hum an geography How hum an geographers understand
space is alvays changing Human geography came though three revolitbns n 20th century The connotatbn of
space evolved anong the above process From Kangy Humbollt to H etiner andH artshome the traditon of "areal
differentiation" thought that space is an unchanging box w ih n which objects exist and events occur A fier WW
II' human geography wmed gradually fran "areal differentiation" to "spatial analysis". New human geographers
thought that "spatial relation" is to be defined betw een objects and events and therebymade relaton w ith he ob-
jects and events that constituted a spatial systan Locaton Theory which woted n econanics becane the em-
phases of hun an geography. New human geographers st took the only physical factor— distance— nto account
and excluded the other physical and social factors

Fran the 19705 a relational or social view of space has been put forward H enri Lefebvre ntepreted how
the production in space is changed to the poductbn of space. A lthough the fem inist geographers and cu lural ge-
ographers were susp tbus of the ways whose accounts deriving frum historical m aterialian, they all agreed w ith
the viewpoint of social space or social atiribute of space At the sane tme the concept of "space-tme" becane
the focus of spatial epistanology M ore recently three basic pwopositions have eanerged fran these ntertw ned for
mulatbns 1) Space and tie ( or space-tine) are now seen as being produced or constituted through actbn and
nteracton 2) Space and tine cannot be hel fast in fixed canparments measured ntewals or regular gean e-
tries 3) Production of space is nseparable fran pwoduction of nature Based on the above this paper draws a
conclison on the connotatbn of space Space is not a given neutral and passve gean etry but rather is continu-
ously produced through socio-spatial relatbns Space is constituted through social relations and material social

practices In aword space is the unification of its physical atirbu te and social atiribute

Key words space human geography, histoty of geograph ical ideas



