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ON THE ATTRIBUTES, CLASSIFICATIONS
AND LEGISLATIVE EXPRESSIONS
OF ENVIRONMENT IN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

Ding Zunian
(The Research Institute of Environmental Law of The National
Environmental Protection Agency and Wuhan Uiniversity, Wuhan)

Abstract

Though the concept of environment as an object of prolection in environ-
mental law,is the legal embodiment of the concept of environment used genera-
lly in the environmental sciences, there are important differences between the-
se iwo concepts, The differences are decided by the spee cial attributes of law,
The present paper emphasires the two main atiributes which make the environ-
ment as an object of protection in environmental laws differont from the en-
vironment used generally in the environmental sciences,One of them is that the
environment in environmental law can usually be protected practically by man
under present conditions and requirments, the other attribute is that the envi-
ronment in environmentai law is particulaly described in certain provisions of
environmental law,

Moreover,this paper discusses the classifications of environment in environ-
mental law, Environmental classifications used by some countries in their en-
vironmental legislations can be divided into two types. One iz called “general
«¢lasegification” , the other “special classification” , which is only used by some
countries for purpose of defining the objects of protection in environmental
law. A significant classification made by China‘’s Constitution (1882) is also
discussed here.

Finally, this paper analyzes and evaluates briefly the forms of expressing
the concept of the environment used in various countries’ environmental law.
It shows how to express preferably the concept of the environment in our cou-
ntry‘s environmental legislation, and offers a proposal for reference when re-
vising the present Environmental Protection Law,



