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“Two Bombs and One Satellite” and Chinese computer

XU Zuzhe'  SI Hongwei™
(1 Institute of Data Communication Science and Technology, Beijing 100083, China;
2 Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract In 1950°s, The State Council of the People’s Republic of China formulated “12-Year Science and Technology Plan” and
“Urgent Measures”. Later the “Two Bombs and One Satellite” project promoted the research, experiment, and manufacture of atomic
bombs, hydrogen bombs, missiles, and artificial earth satellites. Computer science then became the “National Treasure”. The study
reviews the process of national decision-making to develop electronic computers and the establishment of military technology
departments, as well as the role and contribution of computers in the formulation and successful implementation of the “Two Bombs,
One Satellite” project. In the “Two Bombs, One Satellite” project, the research, production, and application of electronic computers
have developed synchronously, and a computer team with ideals, spirit, and ability has rapidly grown.

Keywords 12-Year Science and Technology Plan, Urgent Measures, two bombs and one satellite, computer, satellite
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