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’ Tab.1 The output of the imperial kiln during the period from

. Emperor Jiajing to Emperor Longqing

P 1529 2570

“ ? 1531 12300

1544 50000

o 1555 79750
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The Influence of '"Manufacturing Imperial Porcelain in Commercial
Plants'' on the Development of Jingdezhen Ceramic Industry in Ming
and Qing Dynasties

WU Junming ZHANG Maolin LIQijiang WU Juan YOU Lin WU Yanfang LIU Xiaojing
Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute, Jingdezhen Jiangxi 333001, China

Abstract

"Manufacturing imperial porcelain in commercial plants" is a pattern of Jingdezhen ceramic production developed on the
basis of "operating and terminating a commercial plant by the imperial decree for the need of the court" in Song and Yuan
dynasties. The schedule was first implemented as an expedient during the reign of Emperor Yingzong in Song Dynasty
when the official ware plant was unable to produce enough to fulfill the imperial order and the local government had to
collect more than fifty thousand ceramic pieces from commercial plants in Fuliang county at the expense of official funds".
With the alternating of dynasties, there were major fundamental changes in Jingdezhen ceramic industry. Manufacturing
imperial porcelain in commercial plants was no longer a way to plunder commercial manufacturers or an obstacle in their
progress; instead, it provided a venue where the imperial and the commercial ware plants were able to learn from each
other new techniques and new designs. In this sense, the old relationship between the exploiter and the exploited changed
into a new one between the designer and the producer, or a more cooperative one between collaborators engaged in
different divisions of labor.
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