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THE BLOOD PREFERENCE OF SOME CULICINE
MOSQUITOES IN RURAL AREAS OF NANKING

Lu Siv-cHin Ma Ten-cui Ler CHiN-PEH

(Instituze of Parasitic diseases, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences)

This paper reports on the results of investigation on the source of blood meal in mosquitoes by
precipitin test in rural areas of Nanking during May to October, 1955, The engorged female
mosquitoes were caught in various types of resting places, namely: human dwellings, cow sheds and
other sheliers in which domesticated animals and fowls live together.

In the Nanking Area Culex pipiens pallens is in a very marked degree anthropophile. Of the
1155 engored females examined, 92% were positive for human blood, and only a negligible number
reacted positively on fowls, horses, cows, sheep and pig blood. Culex tritaeniorhynchus is zoophile.
Of 2016 engorged females examined, 46.3% contained cow blood and 43.5% contained horse
blood, as compared with 8.6% of human blood. Armigeres obturbans prefers cow blood to human
bloed.

The relationship of these mosquitoes in the transmission of filariasis. and Japanese “B” encepha-
litls with reference to their blood preference and seasonal distribution has been discussed.





