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IR BB B3, F(2, 288) = 4.13, p = 0.017, 1) =
0.03; 155 X 5 W& Br 42 fi /K S 19 58 B AR IR 3%,
F(2,288)=0.65, p>0.05, Y E LA R, mikbris
i 7 SV B R b A o 4 fl KO RO IR 43 25 S AN
BE(p>0.05,95% CI=[-0.02, 0.13]). BFm Tk
& B 6 fik K F BB (p = 0.009, 95% CI = [0.03,
0.197);  H &5 1 B 432 fish 7K S R FIAEK G B B2 flok 7K SF-

RG2S AR E @ > 0.05, 95% CI = [-0.01,
0.13])c PHE LA 7R, ZRIB1E 7 X0 1 i PRtz
fik 7K - PR I 43 30 % Wb 25 v T R e A s 42 fh 7K
SERE(p = 0.084, 95% CI = [—0.01, 0.20]). %
28 TR b 22 fl K - R (p = 0.059, 95% CI =
[-0.00, 0.23]), X Hr &5 Bt fil K SF- BTG K% B
FE MK BB R 7 T8 B35 22 5 (p > 0.05, 95% CI =
[-0.08, 0.12]); PUHEBIE 7 X B a0k g 1 s 422 fink K F
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(p>0.05,95% CI=[-0.13, 0.07]), W& TX 5%
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The container metaphor and differential mode of association of ethnic identity
among Yugur middle school students

DENG Bilin', WANG Ting', ZHANG Jijia', LIU Xiancui®, LIU Sha’

(" Faculty of Education/Academy of Community for the Chinese Nation, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004, China)
(*> School of Psychology, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract

The community of the Chinese nation represents a high-level shared group constructed by various
ethnicities on the foundation of ethnic identity, which itself exhibits a hierarchical structure. The ethnic identity
of marginal ethnic groups arises through complex processes of change, leading to varying levels of
consciousness regarding the community of the Chinese nation. The Yugur people, associated with Mongolian
and Uyghur origins but significantly influenced by Tibetan and Han cultures, offer a unique perspective due to
their marginal characteristics and spatially intertwined multi-ethnic living patterns. These characteristics make
the Yugur population a valuable subject for investigating the formation and development of the community for
the Chinese nation. This study examined the container metaphor, the differential mode of association, and the
factors influencing the ethnic identity of Yugur middle school students from marginal ethnic groups. The
findings aim to provide a theoretical basis for strategies to strengthen awareness of the Chinese nation’s
community.

Three experiments were conducted to investigate the ethnic identity of Yugur middle school students. In
Experiment 1, the spatial Stroop paradigm was applied to examine the container metaphor and the differential
mode of association in their ethnic identity, involving 117 participants (M, = 15.32 + 1.64 years). Upon
confirming the existence of these phenomena, Mongolian, Tibetan, Han, Uyghur, and Hui ethnic groups were
selected as experimental materials to explore the influences of inter-ethnic contact, ethnic origin relationships,
language, and religion on the differential mode of association for ethnic identity. Experiment 2 (N = 146, My, =
15.04 £ 1.76 years) employed a graphic classification task to investigate ethnic cognition, while Experiment 3
(N =188, M5 = 14.79 £ 1.78 years) utilized a street distance test to examine ethnic emotion.

The results of Experiment 1 demonstrated that Yugur middle school students responded significantly faster
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to the names of their own ethnic group, other local ethnic groups, and other ethnic groups in China when
presented inside a circle compared to outside it. Conversely, responses to the names of foreign ethnic groups
were significantly slower when presented inside the circle than outside. The reaction times from fastest to
slowest were observed for their own ethnic group, other local ethnic groups, other ethnic groups in China, and
foreign ethnic groups. These findings indicated that Yugur middle school students have constructed a high-level
common ingroup, the “community for the Chinese nation,” and an internal differential mode of association in
ethnic identity encompassing their own ethnic group, other local ethnic groups, and other ethnic groups in China.
Experiment 2 revealed that students tended to use the same graphical representation for Yugur, Tibetan, Han, and
Mongolian ethnic groups, suggesting that inter-ethnic contact and religious belief were primary influencing
factors at the cognitive level of ethnic identity. Ethnic origin played a moderate role, while minority language
exerted minimal influence. Experiment 3 indicated that students were more likely to assign houses closer to their
own home to Mongolian and Tibetan groups, highlighting that religious belief and inter-ethnic contact were key
factors influencing the emotional and behavioral levels of ethnic identity, with ethnic origin playing a secondary
role and minority language having a minor impact.

In summary, Yugur middle school students have formed a high-level common ingroup, the “community for
the Chinese nation,” and an internal differential mode of association in their ethnic identity. Religious belief and
inter-ethnic contact emerged as the most significant factors shaping this differential mode of association,
particularly among marginalized ethnic groups.

Keywords Yugur, ethnic identity, container metaphor, the differential mode of association, community for the
Chinese nation



