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Occurrence and Distribution of the Oriental Tobacco Budworm
Helicoverpa assulta (Guenée) and the Cotton Bollworm
H. armigera (Hibner) in Tobacco Field of Shanxi

Hua Baozhen Yuan Feng Yang Congjun Wang Liguo
Lei Yaosian Zhao Shufang
Institute of Entomology, Northwest Agricultural University Yangling 712000

Abstract

The geographical distributions of the Oriental Tobacco Budworm (OTB), Helicov-
erpa assulta (Guenée), and the Cotton Bollworm (CBW ), Helicoverpa armigera
(Hubner), two notorious leaf —eating and fruit —boring insect pests on tobacco, were
investigated in Shanxi Province. The results show that OTB is distributed in south and
central Shanxi with its north limit roughly at the south margin of the Loess Plateau and
mainly feeds on the tender leaves of tobacco. Although it occurs all over the province,
CBW is mainly distributed in north and central Shanxi, generally feeds on tabacco leaves
in north Shanxi, and mainly attacks the flowers and fruits of tobacco in central Shanxi.
TBW is supposed to be originated from the humid Oriental Region, And CBW might e-
volve in the arid Palearctic Region. The mechanisms of the comparative abundance of
CBW and TBW and their migration among flowering host plants between seasons are
discussed. The control measure is also proposed.

Key Words: Biogeography  Helicoverpa assulta (Guenée) Helicoverpa armigera
(Hobner) Tobacco Shanxi



