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REGIONALIZATION OF MOUNTAINS IN
CHINA FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND
RECONSTRUCTION OF MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS

Jia 7Zongji Li Xiaofang
(Commission for Integrated Survey of Natual Resources)

ABSTRACT

The present paper deals with principles and methods for the regionalizati-
on of mountainus regions in China,aiming at to provide a certain basic inf-
ormation of natural and economic, even social conditions of each region for
the developmet and construction of Chinese mountainous regions,

Mountainous regionalization is worked out according to the theory of
vertical geographical zonation which brings about a great variety of altitudinal
zones of forest, agriculture, and pasture, also simply called the structure of
vertical agricultural zone, Each mountain exhibits spacial altitudinal zones
from bottom up to top, which result from mutual enviromental effect as well
as mutual restrict of natural conditions and economic even scocial conditions
of mountains, The present mountainous regionailization has geographical si-
gnificance, and neither differs from natural regions of China, nor economic
region of China,

For identifying mountainous regions there are three principles to be sele-
cted: ( 1) Combination of multiple factors and dominant factors, (2 ) Genetic
principle,( 3 ) Regional integration,

A hierarchic system is adoped for the mountainous regionalzation, Three
orders are included in the system, The first order is based on the characteri-
stics of structure of vertical agriculttural zones of mountain, Among the fir-
st order three types of structure of vertical agricultural zones of mountains
can be characterized: the first one occurs in the eastern part of China, the
second type of structure can be found in the central part and northwestern
part of China, the third one is found on the Ching-zong(Tibetan-ching-hai)
Pinteau, The first order, then, can be classified in to nine regions(fig, 1)

1 . Eastern mountain region of northeast China

I . Eastern mountains and hills region of North China Plain

I, Mountains and hills region of south of Changjiang

¥ . Mountain region of Hainan Island
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V. Western mountain region of northeastern China

V1. Plateau and mountain region of western part of North China Plain

VI. Plateau and mountainous region of central China and southwestern
China

Vi, Plateau and mountainons region of northwestern China

X, Ching-zong plateau and mountainous region

Each region of the first oder is accordingly subdivided into two or more
subregions of tie second order, which amount to 32 subregions in all, exclu-
ding large plains and deltas, Each subregion of the second order is conseque-
ntly subdivided into several subregions of the third Order, A subregion found
in the west of Hunan, Hubei, and north of Guichow province is demarcated
as a model of the third order region (fig, 2).



