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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIFE HISTORY AND
HABITS OF LEBEDA NOBILIS WALKER A PEST ON
CAMELLIA OLEOSE IN HUNAN

Penc CHIEN-WEN

(Hunan Provincial Forestry Research Instituie)

This large-sized pest on Camellia oleose causes serious damage in Hunan and Kiangsi.
In the present study, morphological descriptions are given of the adult, egg, larval and
pupal stages. Some details of life history are recorded. This pest has one generation per
year in Hunan, overwintering in the egg stage. ‘There are seven larval instars, with the
developmental period shortest in the 3rd and 4th instars, and longest in the 1st, 6th, and
7th instars. On the average: egg stage 166.5 days; larval stage, 137 days; prepual stage
7.5 days; pupal stage 25.8 days; adult 52.5 days. This insect feeds on 2 member of plants
besides Camellia .oleose, including Adinandre acutifolic Nond, Quercus dentata Thunb, Q.
glauce Thunb, Q. fabri mance, Castanca mollissima Blume, Castanapsis chingii A. camus,
Myrica rubra S. et Z., Castanapsis Sclerophylle Schott, Spondias axillaris Ronb, Platycarya
strobilacea S. et Z.

Control measures suggested include hand collecting of the eggs and pupal, trapping
adults with light, spraying caterpillar before the 4th instar with wettable 666.





