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Discussion on the Cognitive Process of Pancreatic Anatomy in Ancient Books of

Traditional Chinese Medicine

Zhao Fan'?, Zhang Genming"’, Wang Xiaoyang', Liu Yang'
(1. Dong Zhimen Hospital, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100700, China ;2. The First Clinical
Medical College of Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100700, China)

Abstract: There are few clear records about "pancreas" in ancient books of traditional Chinese medicine, and there is a
lack of intuitive and systematic theoretical discussion. This paper attempts to comb through the understanding process of
pancreatic solid anatomy in traditional Chinese medicine by analyzing the contents recorded in the representative
medical classics of various periods and combining with the relevant theories of modern anatomy. Through analysis, the
author believes that the understanding of pancreatic solid anatomy in traditional medicine has stages: (1) In the Pre—Qin
and Han Dynasties, pancreatic solid anatomy existed, but pancreas was not considered as an organ. (2) In the Tang and
Song dynasties, the pancreas was more clearly dissected. In medicine, the pancreas was attached to the spleen, not an
independent organ. (3) In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the anatomy of the pancreas was clear. Some doctors regarded
the pancreas as an independent organ, and the dispute of "spleen" and "pancreas" The theory of Traditional Chinese
medicine lacks a separate discussion on pancreas, and the mainstream view in the academic circle is "pancreas belongs
to spleen", and the linear attribution of spleen is a little thin, which is not conducive to the enrichment and development
of the theory. We believe that the pancreatic images should be discussed independently from the spleen. The modern
anatomy of pancreas has the same name, clear shape and structure, and clear description of its position, whichcan be
directly added into the theory of pancreatic zangxiang in Traditional Chinese medicine, so as to build an anatomical basis
for perfecting the theory of pancreatic zangxiang.
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