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Fig.1 Factors selection and its interaction mechanism on potential of administrative region
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Fig.2 Potential change of administrative region in Chongqing City
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The Influence and Qualitative Measure Methods of Administrative
Division Adjustment on Administrative Region Potential:
Taking Chongging City as a Case

Chen Tian', Wang Kaiyong', Chen Yufan'”

( Lnstitute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Research, Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China; 2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: The adjustment of administrative divisions is an important means to improve the efficiency of admin-
istrative management and promote economic development, which can often change the potential and develop-
ment track of an administrative region, and reshape the vitality of urban development and regional develop-
ment pattern. By quantitatively measuring the change of the potential caused by the administrative division ad-
justment, the effectiveness of the administrative division adjustment can be evaluated, and the internal rela-
tions with the social and economic development can be measured. This article tries to establish a quantitative
measurement model of the potential of administrative region derived from Cobb-Douglas production function.
Taking Chongqing City as a case, the article calculates the potential and the relative energy of the adjustment
of the municipality before and after the establishment of the municipality directly under the central govern-
ment, in order to explore and analyze the mechanism that affects the change of potential of an administrative
region. Researches show that: 1) The potential of administrative region is related to the traffic accessibility, re-
source control capacity and comprehensive development scale. And there is interaction between each factor
and it. 2) Administrative division adjustment has a positive effect on the change of potential of administrative
region, but the effect has lag effect and cannot be realized in a short time. 3) The establishment of Chongqing
Municipality does not only mean the promotion of the administrative level, but also the increasing potential of
administrative region. Its relative potential of administrative region is greater than 1 since the establishment of
municipality, but the increase range is changed from the rapid tends to develop slowly. 4) With the establish-
ment of the Chongqing Municipality, the construction of its transportation network has been gradually im-
proved, the financial management has been successfully transformed, the economic growth has been rapid, and
the financial and economic win-win situation has been achieved. Compared to the pre zoning adjustment peri-
od, the regional comparative advantages are prominent, and the competitive power is becoming more and more
outstanding. This article puts forward new vision and new methods from the perspective of administrative re-
gion potential to measure the influence of administrative division adjustment quantitatively, whose deficiency
is that the indicators for measuring the resource control capacity in case areas are not comprehensive, and the
research area of this paper, Chongqing City, has its particularity. In the future, we will focus on the change of
the effectiveness of the administrative division adjustment in the general regions, so as to gradually deepen the

understanding of the political location potential.

Key words: potential of administrative region; relative potential; administrative division adjustment; produc-

tion function model; Chongqing City



