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Fig.l Illustration of both sides of the Lhasa River in the main city
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Fig.2 The third dam bridge that encloses the rive into a lake (a) and artificially constructed hard river banks (b)
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Reconstruction and perception of riverfront space on Lhasa River
in the context of tourism

Liu Yajing'?, Lin Xudan’

(1. School of Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China; 2. School of Tourism and
Foreign Languages, Tibet University, Lhasa 850000, Xizang, China; 3. School of Geography and Remote Sensing,
Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The urban waterfront has always been one of the core areas of urban innovation and development.
However, homogenized development patterns and diverse social needs often lead to contradictions and con-
flicts, requiring further exploration. As one of the post-development regions in China, Lhasa has been notable
for the pattern and direction of its modernization path. Based on a new cultural geography research perspective,
this paper takes the riverfront space of Lhasa River in Xizang as an example, and uses qualitative research
methods to explore the reconfiguration of urban waterfront space and the local perceptions and responses of
spatial subjects. The study shows that the large-scale development of Lhasa River and its waterfront has led to
the transformation of the waterfront space from the original natural space and a single subject to a multidimen-
sional space and multiple subjects. Local residents, migrants, tourists and other people participate together in
practices in the waterfront space, forming the social space after the reconstruction of the riverbank. Local resid-
ents of the riverfront space believe that the spatial reconstruction of the Lhasa River has changed their daily life
space and improved their living standard in terms of natural environment, living experience and livelihoods.
However, small tourism entrepreneurs believe that tourism development has caused the Lhasa River to lose its
placeness and the sense of place gradually dissolved. The unique spatial identity of the Lhasa River should be
emphasized. In the face of change, local residents adopt a flexible strategy of spatial coexistence which con-
tains a more pragmatic and flexible attitude, while tourism small business owners choose a responsive strategy
of spatial persistence. This study argues that in the formation of urban society, attention needs to be paid to the
people who actually "live" in the city. In order to realize the advanced nature of the waterfront space, it is ne-
cessary to promote dialogue and extensive public participation. The study enriches the micro-exploration of ex-
isting urban waterfront development and aims to provide a reference for the development planning of China's
riverfront space in the new era.

Key words: urban waterfront; spatial reconfiguration; sense of place; urban construction
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