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Regional Geography Edited by Zhang Qiyun and Its
Geographical Contribution

He Peidong'”

(1. Department of History, Zhuhai, Sun Yat-sen University, Zhuhai 519082, Guangdong, China; 2. Historical and
Geographical Research Center of Sun Yat-sen University, Zhuhai 519082, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Zhang Qiyun is one of the founders of modern geography in China. He has made outstanding contri-
butions to the development of regional geography in modern China. He introduced western regional geography
works to China in the early days and translated the word ‘regional geography’ into ‘local gazetteers’. From
1928 to 1936, Zhang Qiyun taught in the Department of ‘Geography of the Central University’, which was the
most active period of Zhang Qiyun’s geographical thought. Zhang Qiyun founded the journal Regional Geo-
graphy in this period. As the editor-in-chief of Regional Geography, Zhang Qiyun greatly influenced the nam-
ing and editing characteristics of Regional Geography with his geographical thoughts. The journal focused on
regional geography, the use of maps and photos, the translation and introduction of foreign geographical works,
and the study of geographical history, all of which were the embodiment of Zhang Qiyun’s geographical
thoughts. The publication of Regional Geography mainly relies on teachers, students, and other resources of the
Central University, which also limited its better development. However, Regional Geography was already the
major periodical for teachers and students of the Department of Geography of the Central University to publish
papers. It published important early geographical works of scholars of the ‘School of History and Geography’

and provided useful guidance for the development of modern Chinese geography, especially regional geo-

graphy.

Key words: Zhang Qiyun; Regional Geography; geographical contribution
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