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CBSERVATIONS ON LOCUST BIONCMICS AND METHODS
CF LOCUST CONTROL IN ANCIENT CHINA

Quo. F.

Institutc of Entomology, Academia Sinica

The locust problem, as revealed by a preliminary survey in the ancient
Chinese literature, has been one of very long history. Locust outbreaks and
_demage done to field crops were repeatedly recorded in various ancient books.
One of the earliest records of locusts or its allies is found in Conficius’ famous
writing Ch'un-Ch’iu (722-481 B. C.). o

Ancient Chinese had made some accurate observations on the life history
of locusts, their food habits, activities in the field and reactions towards warmth
and light; and based on these they devised various ways for control. It is rather
surprising to see that in the.Soong, Ming and Ching dynasties, there were
already people who advocated the view to eliminate locust plague by farming
waste lands in the lake regions northern to the Yang-tse River and by cultiva-
ting crops which were not preferred by this insect. '

The use of locusts as manure and as food for man and animals was also

recorded in ancient Chinese books.
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