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Building new-style protected area system with
Chinese characteristics and promoting innovative development of

the Man and the Biosphere Programme

YAN Zhen
(National Forestry and Grassland Administration (National Park Administration), Beijing 100714, China)

Abstract Through innovative efforts to develop a national park-centered protected area system, China has made notable progress in
science-based classification, protected areas consolidation and optimization, development and management, legal safeguards, and
monitoring and oversight. These achievements have provided robust support for implementing the Man and the Biosphere Programme
(MAB), fostering a Chinese paradigm thereof. This paradigm features coordinated large-scale ecological conservation and improved
livelihoods, integrated trans-boundary protection alongside monitoring and oversight, sustained advances in scientific research, and a
balance between strict protection and rational utilization. Going forward, China will press ahead with building the world’s largest
national park system, to serve as a global example for protected areas, support and guide the high-quality development of the MAB
through accelerated international exchanges and cooperation, thus making greater contributions to advancing Chinese modernization,
where human and nature coexist harmoniously.

Keywords Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB), China, protected area, vivid practices, Chinese experience
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