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Engineering Politics: Power’s Presence in Building Place/Space

Li Sanhu

(Guangzhou Administration Institute, Guangzhou 510070)

Abstract: To enrich political discourse of engineering studies, this paper is to elaborate the power’s pres-
ence in engineering artifacts and activity from the perspective of engineering politics. According to hu-
man-engineering-context relations, the engineering artifacts in place/space construction can be interpreted as two
political intentions: one is the manipulation, supervision and conquering, and the other is the democracy, justice
and environment-friendliness. In consideration of knowledge-labor-capital relations, the specialized, legitimate
and referent power participation embodied in the engineering activity basically represents modern authoritarianism,
and its comprehensive development calls for citizens’ participation. For this purpose, the tactic of “strong con-
text-related manipulation” should be used to internalize citizens’ power requirements of safety, democracy, justice
and environment-friendliness in engineering design, so that engineering practices can be brought into the excellent

realm of development.
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O B



