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Fig.1 Annual aridity index
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Table 1 Index of a}‘id climatic zones
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Table 2 Arid climatic patterns and natural landscape
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Fig.3 Regions of arid climate
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Table 3 Arid zones and climatic indexes
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ABSTRACT

In this paper, annual aridity coefficients, annual rainfall and =10°C
accumulated temperature are taken as the indexes for the classification
of arid climate, On this basis, the arid area is divided into two great
types, three patterns and 15 zones,

The arid area belongs to continental climate, dry and scarce raiii-
fall, The rainfall decreases rapidly from east (500tam) to west(iomm),
and is concentrated in summer, Heavy rain seldom occurs, but once it,
occurs, it brings flood and disaster to the people,

Wind force in the arid area is large and brings sand-storm, There
are less lower cloud and longer sunshine time in the arid area than
the humid area, Air temperature is low in winter and high in summer,
The ranges of annual and daily air temperature variation are the larg-
est in China, During rainy season, there are plenty of sunshine and
heat resource, which are advantageous to crop growth,
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