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Research Progress in Geography on Technology-based Start-ups

Fu Wenying, Dong Shihan

(School of Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Based on the conceptual definition and classification of technology-based start-ups, this article criti-
cally reviews the literature in geographical research in technology-based entrepreneurship. It focuses on two as-
pect: The spatio-temporal characteristics of technology-based start-ups and their interaction with regional envi-
ronment. The primary research results are as follows: First, technology-based start-ups tend to be more concen-
trated in space, and their spatio-temporal evolution is not random, but has a certain continuous accumulation
and path dependence. Second, regional environment affects the emergence and development of technolo-
gy-based start-ups, and three primary representative theories have emerged in this regard, namely the knowl-
edge spillover theory of entrepreneurship, entreprencurial ecosystem and regional entrepreneurial system theo-
ry. Meanwhile, as an important mechanism for breaking path dependency and lock-in, technology-based
start-ups could improve regional production and innovation efficiency, create new paths for regional growth,
and contribute to dynamic development of regional innovation systems. In addition, entrepreneurs, as the main
body of initiative agency, can also reshape and transform the regional soft environment to a certain extent. At
the end of the article, based on the progress of technology-based start-ups studies, existing inadequacies and fu-

ture directions of technology-based entrepreneurship have been discussed.

Key words: technology-based start-ups; Economic Geography; geographical agglomeration; regional interact-
ing relationships



