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Fig. 1  Accumulative towns in the Northeast

China during the Qing Dynasty
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Fig.2 Changes of the spatial distribution of towns in the Northeast China during the Qing Dynasty
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Land Exploitation in the Northeast China during the
Qing Dynasty Inferred from the Development of Town System

FANG Xiu-Qi'?, YE Yu', GE Quan-Sheng®, ZHENG Jing-Yun®

(1. School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875 ; 2. Institute of Geographic
Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: The development of town system may be used to indicate the land exploitation in the Northeast China
during the Qing Dynasty because the towns were set to be the location of the administrations such as counties,
districts, or provinces that managed the farmers who exploited the land. There were four phases in the course of
town system development during the Qing Dynasty when the towns were set quickly in the Northeast China, which
indicated there were four times tidal waves of land exploitation. The town system expended spatially from the
south to the north, and from the middle part along the Shenyang — Jilin, Changchun Harbin to the east and the
west parts of the Northeast China, corresponding to the four fast increased phases in town numbers, which indica-
ted the exploited area jumpingly extended from the south to the north. And the land exploitation in the Northeast
China Plain was earlier than other sides, which is similar to the evolvement of town system. It shows that the land

exploitation is limited and affected by natural area’s conditions, landform and policy.

Key words: town system; Northeast China; land use; Qing Dynasty



