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The Beijing Ancient Observatory and Cultural Exchange
between China and the West

Li Dongsheng

(Beijing Planetarium, Beijing 100044)

Abstract: The Beijing Ancient Observatory was the Royal Observatory of Ming and Qing Dynasties.
Showing the characteristics of Ming Dynasty, the building is ancient and classic, and is one of China's best
preserved observatory sites. This article describes the history,architectural features,historic events and
special historic role and value in cultural exchange between China and the West of the Beijing Ancient
Observatory.By reviewing all these, the author expects to arose readers’thinking on the relationship between
engineering construction and cultural development, as well as the characterization role of some historic
events. The Beijing Ancient Observatory is a key link of cultural exchange beween China and the West and it
witnessed many important historical events. So the author thinks that it is our historical responsibility to
research and protect this precious ancient astronomical engineering architecture.
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