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Fig.1. The Arctic Management Area
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A STUDY OF CHINA'S DEEP ENGAGEMENT IN ARCTIC GOVERNANCE:
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF CONCLUDING THE AGREEMENT TO
PREVENT UNREGULATED HIGH SEAS FISHERIES IN THE CENTRAL
ARCTIC OCEAN

Tang Yao
(Polar Research Institute of China, Shanghai 200136, China)

Abstract

International rule-making is part of China’s participation in Arctic governance. Agreement to Prevent
Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean undoubtedly represents a milestone for China
as this is the first Arctic regional treaty that China has signed since the end of the Cold War. However,
China’s participation also highlighted some problems. A gap remains between China and other treaty parties
in terms of willingness and capability to participate. China also failed to make full use of related institutions,
regimes and organizations. China participates constructively in the making of international rules in the Arc-
tic, and could become a pioneer with a deep engagement in Arctic governance. Therefore, China should
strengthen and improve its willingness and capability to participate, make full use of related institutions,
regimes and organizations, and show deep engagement in Arctic governance by concluding the treaty.
Key words China, Arctic governance, Agreement to Prevent Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Cen-

tral Arctic Ocean, treaty conclusion



