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Concept, System and Controversy: The Origin and
Early Evolution of the Ecole Polytechnique

Yao Dazhi

(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract: The system of technical training in France was greatly reconstructed during the French Revolu-

tion. Founded in 1794, the Ecole polytechnique was the core of the new French system of higher technical educa-

tion, as well as a seedbed of eminent scientists. The French engineer school’s original idea and curriculum were

encyclopedic. It established a complete system of admission, examination, and administration and so on. Some

controversial debates in its early history implied tensions between the practice of technical training and the goal of

scientific education. The Ecole polytechnique is one of the greatest engineering educational creations during the

French Revolution.
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