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ON THE FLOWERS AND BIRDS PAINTING ON CERAMICS FROM THE
TONGGUAN KILN OF CHANGSHA IN THE TANG DYNASTY

Kong Liuging
(Nanjing A cademy of Arts)

Abstract

In the situation of “supernatural style works” and Chinese realistic painting of the overall painting in the Tang Dynasty,
the “ ease works” in liberal style of flowers and birds painting on ceramics from the Changsha Tongguan kiln in the Tang Dynas-
ty appeared and became very popular at that time. In the history of Chinese painting, the reason why Chinese realistic painting
has done the historical ntribution that is of perspective significance and it turned out not to be accidental is because that
Tongguan kiln possessed technological conditions and the bold emotion and unrestrained Chu cultural tradition as well as Chan-
gsha countryside environment far away from the Capital Changan. Therefore, the concept of “ ease work”by the scholars from this
region since the middle Tang Dynasty has been acceptable.Though the flowers and birds painting from Tongguan kiln was just

awork of painter, it was considered to be more mentally healthy compared with the overbearing Chinese ink painting of flowders

and birds in liberal style by the scholars in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
Keywords ceramic painting, liberal style, ease work
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