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Table I Overview of Chinese and American mapping
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Fig.3 Schematic diagram of the cartographic characteristics of the South Sea of China between the United States and China
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A Comparative Analysis of Chinese and American Cartography in the South Sea of China:

Based on a Critical Cartographic Perspective

Chen Yushi and Liu Yungang
(School of Geography /Center for Asian Geography Studies, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: In recent years, frequent conflicts in the South Sea of China have hindered peaceful Chinese
development processes. For the first time, this study used political geography and territory to examine the process
of interplaying national cartographic practices and power relations in this space. Combined with a previous
discussion on territory and cartography, this study proposed a national cartographic analysis framework from the
territory and applied it to the cartography of the South Sea of China. First, we performed a longitudinal
comparison of cartographic evolution in the South Sea of China between China and the United States. Then, a
longitudinal comparison of expressions between China and the United States was performed for three aspects of
cartographic practice. The longitudinal comparison showed that the evolution of South Sea of China cartography
resulted in a more complete sea area, standardized island names, and a sea boundary line that appears in China. In
the United States, the South Sea of China showed enlarged sea areas, but the overall picture was incomplete.
According to the longitudinal comparison, the United States differs from China in the following three aspects of
the cartography of the South Sea of China: sea area, status of islands and reefs, and sea boundaries. In summary,
we can draw three conclusions. 1) In China and the United States, the cartographic evolution of the sea areas of
the South Sea of China, the names of islands and reefs, and the expression of sea boundaries reflect the influence
of the country's power. 2) The difference in the cartography of the South Sea of China between China and the
United States stems from the need to safeguard the core interests of the country. China, through the
territorialization of cartography, has strengthened the maritime jurisdiction of the South Sea of China, increased
awareness of national sea rights internally, and declared the sovereignty of the South Sea of China externally.
However, the United States has emphasized the public seas and multinational attributes of the South Sea of China
through cartographic territorialization. 3) As a territorial tool, a map presents the Chinese story of the South Sea
of China on the international stage and may also clearly express China's consistent and clear position on the
sovereignty of the islands and surrounding waters of the South Sea of China. The territorial expression of the
South Sea of China should be strengthened from the following three aspects: map rights protection, map
innovation, and map publicity. Thus, cartography may play a more important role in the governance of China's
maritime territory in the South Sea of China.

Keywords: critical cartography; maps; territorialization; South Sea of China; China; United States



