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The Everyday Life Practice and Space Control of Homeless in Guangzhou
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Abstract: Taking homeless people in Guangzhou as an example, through the qualitative research methods such
as non-participating observation and in-depth interviews, this article analyzes the spatial governance policies
designated for urban homelessness and the subjective construction and agency excise of homelessness in the
everyday life practice. The study finds that, under the dual pressure of urban policy on restriction of mobility
and the accessibility to urban public space, the everyday life practice of homeless people is constituted in rela-
tion to conscious impression management for governing actors, and preconscious or unconscious flow of affect
and self-identity embedding in their daily routine and lifestyle. They not only have the need to maintain basic
survival, but also eager to pursue a better life in the city. The practice of everyday life not only demonstrates
the agency of homeless, but more importantly emphasizes and highlights the true emotions, needs and identity
of homeless as humanity. Their humanity, which challenged and manifested the urban mainstream groups and
culture, portrayed their own choice of life paths. There is contingency between top-down social aid and actual-
ly existing everyday practices, as local government aims at spatial regulation per se rather than vitalizes human
ethics. The research focuses on how the marginalized groups shape the symbolic meaning of space and contrib-

utes to a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon of the homeless in China.

Key words: homeless; everyday life practice; space governance ; Guangzhou



