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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
STEMONA JAPONICA IN INSECT CONTROL

Chou Pen-shou
Department of Biology, Southwest Normal College, Chuiigking

Stemona japonica (Stemonaceae) has long been used to destroy lice
on hogs by farmers of Pa Hsien, Szechuan. This preliminary study has
shown that the principal toxic constituents of this plant can be considered
as a contact insecticide. As compared with derris root, its poison ex-
ponent is 0.875. Its roots, leaves, stems, flowers or fruits may be dritd
and stored in tight containers. Aqueous extraction or decoction of the
plant parts may also be prepared. In either form it is applied as a spray.
In this experiment has demonstrated its effectiveness against 15 locally
available insects, including both adults and larvae and both biting and
sucking forms. It is further shown that it does not injure the foliage.

The usefulness of this plant as an insecticide is indicated,





