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Abstract: Saffron is the dry stigma of Crocus sativus, which is a famous traditional Chinese medicine in
Zhejiang province. Modern pharmacological researches indicate that the saffron extract and its bioactive
compounds exhibit variety of pharmacological activities, including anti-oxidation and anti-tumor. In addi-
tion, saffron is extensively used for the preparation of herbal teas and serves as edible pigment for sea-
soning agent in food processing industries. According to traditional Chinese medicine theory, saffron is
considered as the “Medicinal and Edible” medicine with extensive market prospect. In this review, the ex-
isting quality evaluation criteria for saffron was briefly introduced, and the latest research results on the
bioactive components and their anti-tumor efficacy were summarized. At the same time, the necessity to
determine the utilization of quality grade standards of non-medicinal parts of C. sativus was discussed,
laying the foundation for the follow-up depth exploitation of saffron as food and medicine.
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PHLLAE, NFRR LA, & 5 R RBHEY & L4 4E
(Crocus sativus) )15k, fEA—FE&EATEH
FEFINH)Z(FE R 1 22015). 72 BT
fE EREEAN T E SO A, SRR TR YT &b
YIi, 045 T (Asadi-SamaniZ52016) . T ZL4% LAME
8IS NS, BAVEIMALRS . BRilfigss. fefle
]S % (Bhandari 2015; Moradzadeh %£2019).
TEAR G R i A T T AR & . gy el |
HAARE, FEER L BT SR (E R 2 014
2015). BUARZGPLAART SR, PHLLAE S AR B A
APUEdL. PUEIE. BUMIE. PUSPRSEEOR . FIIH
PRI LA SR IT R PRI TIBIT Hh 2 9500 55 2 Fh 24
PRV PE(Milajerdi%2016; Rameshrad%5:2018). IH4h,
PO AEAE & F B R AR R 12 N F 28
4% 75 T (Alavizadeh F1Hosseinzadeh 2014; Melnyk %5
2010). 20144EPULL AL 15F M B FI NE X T2
HETHAEZRINATT A AT (H AL G B2 £ i S
i H s B IME(E R = WA AE N —Fh
YRR I 26, LA BA ) B T i .

g AL AE 1) 32 7= X A Hb g J A B X
7 SR 7 5 1 80% LA I (Mykhailenko %5 2019).
T 19864F 5| PRk T, FE4k [ 55 o = 24 8 B R 41
NE KRR . WAL Gtk =
fEAl, RIFTeA g Fl 1, RBe kSRR B
MR 7V BRI, A Sk B 7 S R i Joi 2
MELARIE . T3 bS8 ANVE R A [n) PUZL A 52 B4
BB A LA 17 i i NN e T BAAE 1
e PR LLAE, LR i (VL 55 552017). th4h,
VLR SR 205 T S ks ) T A v DAL AR A 77
NE, Z 2 MEVEANFEAR, 1T s 2 7 BUK,
YHTH T G N (R4 562016) . H T, A= H
FRIAN [EI LA 3 il 161] 5 &8 A ST 1) Jo o 55 2
PR AR TR P8 2146 57 B2 55 AT BTG

A MNPELLAE T B S PPANARIE AEDIE TR R
g3 UM ZG R E AT T 4718, N LI
— 2 A SR I 5 BER LT KRS .

1 BLAEFRITE

1.1 ALERETNERTE
Hh e N BT ] 5] 25t A B0 A 1 5 SR

b [ [ 5 bR AR A0 B 2 51 25 T 201 74E 3L [R] R AR
T RT VUL RN UL AR R 56 77 725 1 [ 5K s v
(GB/T 22324.1—2017/1SO 3632-1:2011, GB/T
22324.2—2017/1SO 3632-2:2010). % bx i 3 T %
AR SN L 7/BUINE AR =3 TN SRS UK R M
A, DU Ah 73 66 BRI e IR AL AL 3 L AL AL
2 M £ 6 3R AE & H B R IR T IR
A, XA Sk A R L 05 B BRI B IEAT R4
SR 7k B A T8, FEIN /b, R ARG,
BTG4 & o RS I 2 &, HOR AR 0ot
A BA B, T SHEmERE, 2K
A 80 A AH 29 AR A7 A RS P HR A B2
AR E -
1.2 ALERETFN A IRE

WL A8 ot 52 3 AR e B Jmy R AT B 5 T IR 4048 A
72 BOR LA [ 3 7 b3 1 (DB33/T 530—2014)#i %
TR ARIBRGE X PP EE . BREEA
FENEHF. ARG RIRTTE FRil,
ke, Mg M REHENS. ZREEREET
A ZLAE A S I T A B br it 5 RS, X T
CLAEHE SR BT B S5 ), DU 9 48 22 (1) (L 3 A AR
B RNr NIANE D o (HIZARE B O AL 1R
Pl 7RI ER ZE AT T S RN 4y AR LA PP Bk
FOFIRR G . JRAPAT EE . RN R SRR A
R0 AN, IR/ A AEBRZE R . LBk
MR 2F 2 FLIRZERIN 3 AN S50 . IRIEPRAE, K
T =R HERIER 2L — A RETTAE, (HATME N
ZHHM.
1.3 BLERE TN F A FRE

FE20184F i, H [ v 24 W 23 AT ) 9% T P 40
1 J 5 25 2% 1) A4 A v (T/CATCM 002—2018).
2k BL2 o & AR N B E PR E B FE AR, B
T U LLAEF TR P8 £ A8 EFTTR S ol T 0 e 3k
DRINEREREHR . — B R, HZFREA K
TEAE KT AR Bt Jo i A O 55 A bR 7
WG, e B 25 o AT T R T 254 R o
T 25 2% (V6 ZL46) K 14144 b #E (T/CACM 1021.63—
2018), iZbnifE £ EOCTE R LLACH LA R AL FE FR,
T2 AR IR AT S 296 AR (R BE L TR 24544 EL 31
B B A EAE K FE YR 1 P 2 AR 3 A S5 40
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=V LLAe R 7 35S AR PR LLAE M 245 H
By B R
1.4 BLIERETN EFRIRE

FEIBR b2 A5 FH B A o bR v (BS 1SO 3632-
1:2011 2 BS ISO 3632-2:2010) %} P4 41 7 Jifi & 45 2%
HATRN Y o bR AR P ) B AL R s 4 R
3NEEG, H R B R bR AR SR (T & 5 50
IKDRIERY S B BIKy . BABMER Y. ¥
IK RIS BRI (AL AE 5 R AE257 nm
Qb P f5e KRS ) 75 77 FE (FR £L AL BE 7E 330 nm Ak
() g5 R USRS ) B (AT A6 35 7E. 440 nmAb 1) 5
KIS )N I .5

2 ALIEYEMERS

A o i, ETRAAE TR I T U150
PR MR AR R AL &, H 3 E R G R
TR N3 BETT. HLnG. M. EE R, R, 4
AR, BHRR. BAR. WM XY (Mykhai-
lenko%$2019). FHorfr, ZKEHE N R KM TULLACTR
[EEARIRE IS - Vi ST FAR A X NS b T EAR 2
Hh B B L AR W 4 4 (Rameshrad 252018).

A OH

T‘/‘\/\)\/\/\r\/\ﬁj\

PH 2046 F1 (crocin 1, CuyHgyOyy) A — Fl K AR AT
TERIKIETERIAE D&, 18 5 N 186°C, 1 T /KIE
B W, F B B A AR A Sk ) B %5 DA
Ko M ER(EI1-A), THLAEF ATt e AH A0
POLLACRR DK A G o B AN, ARHE I 25 4 v p 2k
HESMETH AT ATHAALEL I, V.
VIV (HoshyarflIMollaei 2017). K& K5)#)%% 5K
56 K A0 S 56 45 SR AR W], PHALAE HLRA AL
LA PR %5245 2 /E H (Moradzadeh%$2019).

VG 2L AL (crocetin, CyoH,,0,) A& — PR SR 1)
A% MR ZRIR . I8 RUN285°C, ANE T K S KR
SIHANIE A Gk BoR(E1-B)H B AT 2 A A
ILHEAG IR 5 1, VO 2L AR TR 00 #8115 H 74 L 58
XUEEE 144N 4 F 35 21 1 (Moradzadeh2019), Tk
BT AR, AR A A UCES R R
OIS ORI S5 25 4 FH (Bathaie%52014)

TR AE 2 (picrocrocin, C, H,,0,)52 P8 4116 15k
B ot A, [F)NF A A2 3 B i (Melny k &5
2010). ZittnE1-CHroR, 25805, L AA
IR AR, AR A SR O
SR TR R R i A T 2504 00 TR 9 e (IR DR 59 R o

evscdiien
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Fig. 1 Structure of bioactive components in saffron
A: BELLLEL B: AR, C: B E,; D: L LB,
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2018). UhAh, 2B 5T AR Th A L B MR S
5 T (Kyriakoudi%52015), 2584t 2 B A AL s &
30 N\ 45 i e 40 B2 (Caco-2) A1 T2 41 it (HepG2)
(I 5 .

5 £ 16 % (safranal, C, H,,0,) Bt /& F LI K
T BRI (5 HE R 53 1160%~70%), /2T 4L
A6 T 48 Sk ARy A S W) 5 2L Al (Tamaddonfard 45
2019). S5H R (I 1-D), ‘B2 — Bl EOIR 0 I R .
WL, BT B e A Sk PR S i 2B I, AL
6T T RE A2 70 AT Sk T80 R0 3G 0 e v e R AE
N H A TT4-$5E-2,6,6- = F L 1-3F CUBR-1- 32 1%
774 ) (Mykhailenko252019) . 24 TR 77 3 B, Jl 4L
e BAPUI R T 2R IR AT
i 1 73 55 4 22 550 A FH (Rameshrad 552018)

3 MLIHMERIEER

Jee I 2 TH: S pAY T O = S 3 T AR e
O N 4 BRI 3 SE T 1 3 22 5 [ 2 — (Siegel %
2016). LSBT ITEEIE TR BUT ST
F AR b e o2 B B A= N VE, AT AT £E
EPIW WTT B NN REREAS . il Th
RefRGAIIG 28 NP RIPE R . DRk, FRARCHTI . 2
PEFE /N 2R R T S b B A O 2R
YT RRE AT B0 EE . IRH A BRI
AN ETHREETT VS SR EAWHTERIL, 2
YL 252 & sV ) R B AN, JEAT1E
N FBE IR AE TS 24590 (Salehis52018; Sharifi-
Rad%2018). & LLAEAE A G 25 €5 AR 1K 25 FH i
), KERI 2GR T Ok B B R PuMg 2
2 (Bhandari 2015; Hoshyarf1Mollaei 2017; Mollaei
££2017; Mykhailenko%52019). DL F 3= E R T
Fohu i eg 24 251 FH S LR B
3.1 mMEHRE

B U 2 A IR L MR A DG PR T ) E R A
(Liontos5#2019). K& A 5 % W 74 £ 1648 MUV Xt
B A0 AT W AR VR . iMollaei®%(2017)
RV 216 R S0 FUEK 4 i R (OV2008) Al
B S T 2540 B PR(C13) 2 B PUsg FEAME 4 T35
P, HiZ 24 Ve H 2 30 H s 18] 55 70) B 0 A s 1k
Hoechst ¢y 4% 2,32 S it A B 73 B o, PH 404%

AT I8 15 5 A A T S R B S50 4 A Y BT
WFHZIRG 7O E R A MR BRI, 1.5
3 g L' PELAE T AT R Bk 40 MR -2 (B-cell
lymphoma-2, Bcl-2) Al microRNA-365 ] % 15 7K °F,
[FJE 8 P AP 41 g & HhBax (Bel-2 associated X)F1
pS3MIRILKF- o BB TN NILAEEH N E
YA IT A BN . Cheriyamundath5(2018) 8 5t
K, AL A i ] s T P HeLa g i b U8 &5
H I S5 1, M AR A SRS IR, M
T LA B At 1) 5 s i He La 2 B 3 77, 3R ¥
L1 AR WK S B AR D LB S0 40 P G
B R

A1, Bakshi<5(2016) 73 5l F1 I PG 2148 L B 42
H A7) b #1208 40 O HEp-2 2 1E 3% AR 7 B, I
PEAN HAR S TR S5 AR N Im PR AT EE . BF FL 45
AR, VO LAE £ B 52 B DL SR) & AR 7 SO
HEp-27 A= FBERLN, A, HOuF 18 AL /N B
Oy S S il EEHSARERA . JiangS
(2018) 4521 1 FAARIBF L L5 R, 1 — IS VR£I4E
H AT AR RN B 0 I R S P CE 25 o
3.2 k=

JHF 98 AT S8 A& 4 Bk R AH DG IE T 1) 2L A
(Nakagawa®52019). Liu%%(2019) % B 74 41 1 % T
TEANEQGY-7703 4 .35 B HOR, FoRs i 4
Ji LY T Go/ G 3, 17 400 1) 248 i A K 975 5 4
BT BEAh, TULLAEIE RE B IRQGY-7703 41 g
Ui A R PR S LK o B gs BIIZE A AT S, FE PR AL
TE AL F 1 40 L o, Bax/Bel-2 LU AR TH 5, p21 Rk 1%
0 TR B 5 o 40 o 4 B 2 1A o, 4 M T 2 kA B
B, Amin%E(2016)1F 52 T PHLLAE H XL 5
SRR ARG HIGEARE R TAEH . [
I, AR AN BT SR S T PEALAE E AE S HIAIGY/
M HAFH WrHepG2 40 f Ji 1A= K, 5 AT, 22
B RE V. o

WAL, V2T A6 52 B v 25 24 2500 o x4
M 273 E & A A . HrR P 2048 nT i 4]
T B (protein kinase B, Akt)-Iiii AL3h%) 5 1A
# 48 & [ (mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR)
55l hp-Akt (S8473). p-mTOR (S2448). p-p70
¥ Wi 1R £E 1 S6 I 1§ (ribosomal protein S6 kinase,
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p70S6K) (T389)4% 5% H £ 1 1) ¥7% M 175 3 JH-Je 4 it
KA A WEYE R T2 (Yao%52018). Kim Al Park (2018)
WL B, PULLAEE R nl i S 5 5 S A i sk
1405 K13 (signal transducing activator of transcrip-
tion 3, STAT3)/5 5 i # tH JAK J# i (Janus kinase,
JAK) 1. JAK2M¥3E 14, a3k v fe 3k i (4 e A 2K -6
T ) T e 4l B AR P MR R T T PR A6 I U S ik
75 5 DNA XU W 2 455 e 441 A J&) 390 BEL i 75 Gy/M
W, (RIS, BT R P AE S AR IR o B R
5% 5 H U T2 (Al-Hrout2%2018). £ ik, g
ZLAEVTE A — R e I IR AT 2940
33 mMBE

B 7R T A A HE 29 820% (Williams
2013). Hoshyar% (2013)Hf 50 7 4 41 16 7 75 B &
AGSHIH IVE R MLE . 25 R R I, VEL1EH LA
S R (R 77 ATE B 9 AGS I A = A 41 il B¢
YERT o Ui XAt B 43 A R0 2 e 2 8 £ I Vs M VP Ak
BE—BIESE T A AEH F S A IE T, Luosk
(O17)WF IR B, PHLLAE T 5 40 6 A Be 2 =2 39
B BGC-82341 g tHp53. Bax®: 5 T M X1 &
A KT, #E (e BGC-823 T 3/ H A K
FEA IR R, X — g5 St 4 Atk (%) Bt I S
(He%2014).

Bathaie %5 (2013) 48 1+ 1 V8 21 16 /K 42 U5t
1- R -3 R - 1- A E TS S 10 K B B e YR 7 4
o SEER 25 SRR, Mk A i = v 20 e K S B )
KB H20%58 4 EH . A M A S5 Bk e
et oM 7R, SVE AR KIS IGTT B % KB,
L M T 0, 2% B T 20 AR K SR A 0t e 1-
B -3-Tirg HE- 1- A SIS 5 1 K BRI e A F kA
S, VELLAE AT VE N — P AE I B AT 2590
3.4 fRRREE

[ A R E R B 2 — . KEWF
FOUE B, VUL A6 MU AR RTE AR N 51k 4h 3 B
H P JF IR % 3% 1 (Bhandari 2015; Moradzadeh 45
2019). #EARAMIFFT T, Bakshi%(2010) % 31 PH 21 4%
@ 5 N AR 41 i R BXPC-315 1k A K )
PE R T 72 AL BrdE 7 F . Dhar%:(2009) AF 70 %
PH 21 AR TR Be e I 3G b5 08 T8 OC 25 [ Bax/Bel -2 (1)
F AR AR a3 240 0 T, g T 0 o) R R s ) B g

LG HE MK - Rangarajan<5(2015)HF 74 W],
PG 2146 82 A7) B2 00 5 P R B ] Ak st Ak 25 2 2l
FR R A M AR A S R R T 2B TR I,
ZA AW B3 P R AR K TR B2 R R Ak R
tho [N, 550 BRALAR L, 70 20 46 IR A7) 4 i 1)
75 PR R /0 BR A P JR s 400 A ) B AR/
b5, @A R, PEAERRANH S B P E S
T B R T A2 AR B I AR R KR, kT ] T
R AR AR K. FIRgs IR, mHafenT LMER
— FPE AR I R R AT 250
3.5 MAIYIBREE

AT B s B A R S RIRFERE K. AR
BRGNS 1RYT A S S RHIE, A s W AR YT
T Wb PR A I I T I ) R R Bk ik . D Alessandro 55
(2013)il 5E 7 VG AL AL R HN ) Je 2 B R Ay P AT AR A
SXoF ST [i) 14D 205 A I 470 P s 400 AR AR 2 A P T
) Ji e A B R PR O B 1 o SRR 45 IR B, P AL
TEHR I AP 21 A0 357 DL (] R P52 44 6t 1 440 1
B PR A 51 s 40 B 2 R 3G 4, RS RS A
1 e 20 PR AT R o 3 — 240 i v = A
RI, K VR A M e 4 R 35 b T Go/G
Western blotf il i 7, 5 124 KX Bax 3R 1A i,
Bel-23R 1A T . ixsegh R B, vE 4 L3
PG 216 359 R 00 1) 0 70 M 4 G, 0 ) 24
FRE, i, k4h, Samarghandianfl
Shabestari (2013)F¥] 1l & Fif BIF 7 37 B 56k 21 48 1 )
AT 5 R 4 i R AR RN T R . X
gk BB, VG 2R AT A Sy — R TR 0 1 51 R e
WIT 2
3.6 ELAREE

FLIER A AR AR WL R, Siegel 55
(2016) 455 H1 2016 4F FL R T K o 2o 812 W e A
1 11129% . Lu(2015)8F 58 U 2 B, 10~50 mg-L™"
FRITE 2146 2 REAMHIMCF-740 i (34 58, 7)1 ] 3 ik
B caspase-8, [ ifiBax, B IR 2Rk B BT, BRI
Y o £ 35 C 55 2 AN SR A4S 5188 2 12 3k 7L i e 4
My . SajjadifiBathaie (2017 5t 2% B, 5% FH i
B 45 24 7 AT 4 AN T 2T AE R 34 T PR OK B AL e
i3 2 L ) AR K, SR T AR TR 1 7 e 8 28 R B
SAR T LA . AshrafiZE(2015) K, WL L
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A T A LR AR o 4 R 2R A (cyclin
D1)Fip2 1 Cip 1 )25 401 3L B s 20 ML ) A A 7
Arzi%5(2018)H/F 78 R W PH L0 A6 H AN PH 2L A6 IR AT i
2 1 A0 BRL T (Wnt)/B- JE 24 5 1 3 A2 5 5 T % A1) ]
= PIE R AR AR ET D RE R AR 2%, W
RE VRS9 A B A JE i AR BT o X MBS SRR W, U 404K
AR —FiE L ) LR AL T 250

4 WSR2

T LA —FiE G R 258, 1235 B R 7
TS IR AL PRE REME 52 AT R g B
M, BAEEZNZGEMES TaE. EE B L
LA N A BT, N BRI ERAER S
R o SR, T LLAE A% G0 Pl A A 20 H AR G,
S S A B AE LLORIE . [RINF, S $g i PH 41 4E
&, TTEFRLILN 5 F 520 TR,
LR TG BE4h, B FoZ g — AT ML AN BT &
PR bRAE, PULAERI B &2 IR TE, MRS 45 7l
CLACI ST . BRI, o 5 B DA A% PR G £ R BT
MFR AR VO PE 2L AE AP~ N T R EE . &
PV, DRI R 2R 55 UR, BTy 2
)=

TEZ A A S A G 72 b, T 25 HE 24 A 356
P = EE AR K, I A R N R S T
Wz SR, 1KLL PR SIS TE I A Vs AL &)
P EORIE . XA YNE Y AT B 2
HAEF, ATAE B BRZGP S AN A FE A )
BE BT (MR OB FI 715 2018) 0 THAR 24 30 32T 57 2 B,
FLACALTE I BA — E WBUR . BEILE. Bt
FIABVE FH o TEIXSLE ISR 1, 11 23 -3-0-11
BT MR 2R -3-O-pE Y I 57 R4 R -3-O-Hil & bk
HEREE R K. VerjeeZ5(2017) i 72 & M,
e LLACAL IR A SE ) LA B L 2519 -3-O-FKE 1 )
AN N R R, AR ARG O E
RITER o Wit 3R -3-O-FLETR M 2 1 0B,
BA B3 PR R 25 R AE FH, LeeZE(2016)HF 77
I 3T3-L1 i i 40 B A0 K BREAR AT 40 A gk 47 7
RO 2, 3R WA R 2 -3-O-FRE T R 6% R 1
PI3K/AKTIEAE, MTTAS2IBEREVE o DAL, fn ey
FE 4208 3 2040 E 245 AL TR I 2580 i, PR

H 22 F S 25 BRI, K5 Bh T2 2L e ik T
M ERIRTT

L5 B PTIR, € AL R VEN AR AERS A
AT TP LLAE I it 52, BT it ot R, [ X
24 F AL R FETT A0 A B T3 TH R 246 AR 4
FHHBAL K T 37 1L
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