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Fig.1 The composition of the multi-level research objects of

Geography
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Fig. 2 A diagram of driven mechanism of geographic processes
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Fig.3 A diagram of parsing Geography issues
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Abstract: A discipline has typically the following four key features, namely independent research objects, inde-
pendent research questions, unique characteristics, and unique social services. This paper first discusses the na-
ture of Geography from three aspects, to reveal the characteristics of modern Geography. First, the research ob-
ject of Geography is changing from simple to complex evolution. In performing geographic research, we
should well recognize the complexity of geographic systems. Second, the framework of geographic research
questions is structured by the fusion among geographic features, space, and time. This paper explains the essen-
tial distinction between different geographic research questions, which promotes the development of the meth-
ods and technologies for answering these questions. Third, the philosophy of combining reductionism and ho-
lism is growing continuously. A new pattern of research has been formed based on new disciplines and tech-
nologies, which is the parallel development of the research on geographic features and that on systems. This
paper then identifies the essential characteristics of geographic research, summarizes the key research ques-
tions in Geography, and discusses the multiple effects of driving mechanisms on the laws of Geography. An un-
derstanding of the fundamental characteristics and the modern value of Geography illustrated in this paper will

be contribute to the societal development of Geography.

Key words: nature of Geography; basic issues of Geography; pattern-processe-mechanism



