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A Historical Investigation of Construction of the Heavy Ion

Research Facility at Lanzhou

Li Xiubo, Wang Dazhou

(School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: The construction of the Heavy lon Research Facility at Lanzhou (HIRFL) spanned a period of

over 50 years. Based on archives, several biographies, interviews, and news reports, this study investigates the

three construction periods of the HIRFL in detail. It describes the construction process of the 1.5m Cyclotron, the

Separated Sector Cyclotron and the Cooler Storage Rings, and analyzes the strong supporting effect of HIRFL on

science and technology development in related fields. Finally, the authors attempt to draw specific experiences

from related aspects including orientation, layout and transnational knowledge flow of the Large Scale Scientific

Facilities construction.

Key Words: institute of modern physics; 1.5m cyclotron; the separated sector cyclotron; the cooler storage

ring; engineering history



