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Development of A Selection-free Gene Clean Deletion
Method in Thermus thermophilus

LI Hai-juan, XU Ling-ling
(College of Biological and Environmental Engineering, Xi’ an University, Xi”an 710065, China )

Abstract: Thermus thermophilus is polyploid, during the process of gene deletion, heterozygotes containing
both mutant and wild-type alleles simultaneously will be formed, and these heterozygotes are unstable, without
any selection pressure, they will become homozygotes that only contain one of the two alleles. By taking
advantage of this principle, a new gene clean deletion method was developed in T. thermophilus. The basic
procedure of this method is as follows: cloning of the upstream and downstream flanking regions of the target
gene into pUC18 followed by transformation into T. thermophilus, and plating of transformation reaction on non-
selective plates; performing genomic DNA preparation of 96 single colonies by the pooling method , then sorting

out the strain containing the mutant allele by PCR; cultivation of this heterozygous strain under non-selective
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condition (facilitating the heterozygotes become homozygotes ) and restreaking on agar plates , homozygous gene
clean deletion mutants are then detected from the single colonies by PCR method. The functionality of the
system was demonstrated by deletion of the TTC0340_0341 gene in T. thermophilus, and the mutant-obtaining
frequency reached 107, The most prominent advantages of this method is that it requires no selection marker
and can be utilized under wild-type genetic background.

Keywords : Thermus thermophilus ; polyploid ; gene clean deletion method

W AT IR Thermus thermophilus P 1E 55~85 °C L BV BBl N AR K, © B BIF 5T i R e #4049 19
B FP . BB TIZm A K E R, 55 LR =R 37, ) A Bl @ 2 st A8 55 4 &
G2 gk B A JLAEN], B AE T. thermophilus IR 18 ¥k HB27 FIHBS T & T 24 1AL 4 T B
b FEA T PR R o o 28 SR R 1R 2 R T AR 2R B0 1 5 DRI 0 S PR IR A R ik vk L AR
7 B, E1A AN AT 3hE G A Bl o, 2 1) IR RR 0 58 PR R 78 122 28 A8 W A i A5 75 5 P AR B R R, o
ZRARC A BRFE PUAE R 7 A T P 5 2) R AR MR LR b 4 A PR e SE R 1 s 8 1R
A fE 2 WKL DR B0 7 35 PR ) 26 3K 1 ™ F S, BIAR M EON (polar effect ) , 5 8503 R 41 Bl it 3k A 2] 931
B . R i A E TF B R 22 8 T — @ BR . b 7 ke R s, 15 2000 B 28 A8 i,
FENBARTF e T —BE 3 1 i) — Iz ] 0 12 S ) (B AR “ pop-in/pop-out™ ) (14 3 P TG IR f 5 F B, il
pyrE ZGE rpsL] 25" bgl-lacZ 25" WA B codA G5 33k B 2R G S RE A ] AR A DRk o A e
WA RS 5] ARAH AL TS 5t (HR X 5 RILAR AR TG B A RRIR I 1 AL 75 50 P (T 22
i 3B A 1.2 35 R R X L R IS, S MR A LR A e . LA T R 1 pyrE RS8R 1), 56—
A% ApyrE FEAERR 55 20 IE 3% (pop-in) « ¥ pyrE VE Ry 0 e b 10 56 DRI A R 2, Py 20K B Ak
ApyrE GE7ERR  FEAN T IR W5 E ) BE Al s 75 5 b0 e 4 & 7 (RS R4 A B H AR X80 5 58 =28, 1)
i 1% (pop-out ) , ffi B & 78 JC i 56 19 S5 4 T A6 K& — Be i a], L LR AT 78 40 19 (7] 95 2 2 LA 38 4 44t )
I 2 A 1 [ B U 5 5 DR 2 v ) PR 6 IR 5 i S 7E A S—FLIE R (5-FOA , X 3R 3E A pyrE B 41 B AT
SeR AT T D ) A0 % v W 1 SR et 5 7 3 0k 1 H B S DI BR S B e . VAR BT X B T AL IR
B ik TAER K, 5 AMA AR A Y = B FE LR, Uk, (VR d sz 80 T Rl . 76 T ther-
mophilus W, FUH 1 G 2 20 BE1R] B O/ AR R IR I8 AL T8 50T 48AE | 53 SN 75 AT AT 0 e s 10 e A 17 i [
TCIR m bR T B

T. thermophilus j&= Z A5 RN TR, % LR A7 3L PR i ok el R vy, 48 8 & S0 I) Hof 55 A P 14 260 28 A U 25
o PR 1 2% 5 RO A B, 3K o 2% A R A4 R A TG O a2 2 1k N AR, i — B T8 3 e i ik o R
A A w58 AR Y A A L DR A 4l R i (" AR BIF Y R R R EE ) o AR SCIE R A A LR B 7E
T. thermophilus T % T — N TCTFATA G EARIC R R | v 76 BF AR AU 34575 5 1 1 FH 0 22k PR O i o Bt
% T B Y 0 AR B A A5 TTC0340_0341 (J5 3CHH 0340_0341 7R ) AR 3 1 S IAIE , A5 28 28 K 1 JL
Rk 1072,

1 MBS5F*X

1.1 R

L1l EAk WERWIRGE T, thermophilus HB27 (3K FI A8 1 G AE P B A DR o0y, NO.DSM7039) 5 Esche-
richia.coli DH5a 3€ H Takara A & o

1.12 BHRABRIEREMH T thermophilus 1 TB Rrgrdk , e 0 JRAL B R 8 g/L,@%%‘SEX%4 g/L,
NaCl 3 g/L,pH 7.5, %5 R [EARE FRHE BN 15 o/ LA BENEHS o T thermophilus (35 5% 55440 70 °C. KIGHT
B E. coli Fl LB R 3258, ot J5 4y « AL B PR 10 o/, BERESR I 5 o/ 1L, NaCl 5 ¢/L. E. coli K 3% 51 0
37 Co s BAL LBIG AR R EH R, HWK A 100 pg/mL.
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1.2 KEHE

1.2.1 3 B2 DNA #9325 F|  TaKaRa MiniBEST Bacteria Genomic DNA Extraction Kit 2 HU 7. ther-
mophilus B FEF 4 DNA , BAK 7 RS Z A &4

122 0340_0341 # B &L H Ak 69 & WIS 7. thermophilus HB27 Y (0 4& | i (NCBI % 5% 5 NC_
005835) 1Y) TTCO340_0341 FE K457 55 ( f1 4~ P4 B TTCO340 1 TTCO341 £H 1 19449\ T+, NCBI #5 4 i ID
43512 WP_011172790.1 F1WP_011172791.1; P~ EE R G Bk 1 498 bp, SCHEBR A R 1 475 bp, X
B F+15 ~ +1 489 bp) | F il DNA FE3 %3514 (Bl F2-F F2-R DL )2 F1-F .F1-R) , 5|00 B WA 1, ¢
G ULER 15385 PCR ROV AREUDNA Fr B (LA R U7 914 34 1 7 BeR /NG 5311 936 bp Fil 1 424 bp) . PCR
S LA T. thermophilus HB27 1) 50K K 41 DNA S B8 , £ FH Q5 #4U5 20 8 £ . DNA 545 i (NEB) #4172
I, BRS04 98 °C 30 5398 °C 105,60 °C 30 5,72 °C 50 s, 30 MEFF ;72 °C 2 min, i Xbal¥f pUC18 2
142 686 bp) BV o 2K 1.0% BB BEAREE A [FUA A L /Y PCR 4748 F B DL S £R MR 1 pUCT8 2445 , 3
i Gibson Assembly 2 2B P~ H 09 R B 42 24044 T, RS 25 NEB /A F] 11 Gibson 2H 2% 5 ) & 42
HERY 7% . #4 5 wL Y Gibson Assembly 2 ) L4463 100 WL Y E. coli DHS o JEAZ 40, 76 5 A
100 pg/mL 2N 55 2 MY LB 8532 -0 1 0 ve A3 26 Ak 7 (8 o 4l ok /N IR & (TaKaRa) S B0
AT R DNA 38 35t BIR 1 PN YD Bam T K EcoRT % BURL DNA BEAT YD , ARAE BV F- B R/ N2 BG4
RIS TRIAE % 547 pUC-A0340_0341 11 H bR E AL~ 4538 48 FR il 14 pA 1) il s 7 7 34 114 >k 149 H b 20
YRR IE— 2L VEA T DNA I P 500 (32 1), LA Hr A R BEAG P S e 2% o

pUC-A0340 0341 (5046 bp)

2360 bp

MEHMEREES

Double-crossover

homologous recombination
m
e —

0340 |<0341
1424 bp 14750p — 1> 936 bp
i-F FI-R F2-F

EFARI 0340 0341 7 5
Wild type 0340_0341 loci

F3-R
0340 Fi#FEF) 0341 EiEFFI

EF 47 0340_0341 #iakEA! 0340_0341 LT
Wild type 0340_0341 replaced by knockout0340_0341

d340341F d340341-R
1222bp
AR 0340 0341 15

Knockout 0340 0341 loci
JIRTRARERS W) s MCS : 2 5 B i

Short arrows represent the primers ; MCS: multiple cloning sites
K1 JCHfiVERRICIEE AR T. thermophilus HB27 0340_0341 3 Rl i) J5L 38R 2 (%]
Fig.1 Schematic drawing of the principle of the selection—free gene clean deletion

method for deletion of the 0340_0341 gene in T. thermophilus

123 0340_0341 &£ B3 E TR M2 B pUC-A0340_0341 # 1A B 3544k T. thermophilus HB27, E.
REAL RSB K ALIR SRR 10°8 1075, B 100 L&A T TB Ri 35 A1, BT 70 CHi 3%
BEALPE IR 96 > FRTR V& (B> B 78 L — S FR BRI AR ) 23 30l B T A 1.0 mL TB 3537 WY 96 FLAH L 15 5721
Bz, 70 °C, 150 r/min, LRGSR R AR A PR IL SR ICEE R 41 DNA KRR 1) 1) 12 S T ARTR A, L
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LT 8Nl . PCR L HRIE M 7 A7 28 A8 10 45 (37 5L PR ) BT Rt £ FH 09 5 149 (d340341-F 5 d340341-R)AR
P T. thermophilus HB27 [ Y K7 51115 11, 43 547 T 0340_0341 FEF 9 R IiE DNA P8 (B 1.8 1) .
E—  BASBEBGZM Y 12 AR AR Z4H DNA R FH R RE B PCR S8 37 75 78 28748 R 2537 L IR A TR R o
TP TR g 2= 8 (BRI IR) It 35 A 58 728 0 IS AR 7R B 0340_0341 KR ) B HE B T JCAT A7 075 2B 19 TB 15 95
TR R 24 b, B 107°5 1075 L 100 L ¥ o AR B ALk 8 4504 B 1RV L 38 23 [RIRE 1 PCR 774 58
TEBAL TR 7 (4 R, DA BV AT 365 H 45 A 1Y) A0340_0341 2875 Fk

1 AXFRAZMNGIY

Tab.1 Primers used in this study

R JFE1°(5° - 37) i
Name Sequences (5° = 37) Usages
F1-F tgcatgectgeaggtegact T CGGCGATGCGGTTCTTGTC
JHT PCR Y™ 38 340_341 FE I 1 45 F U791
F1-R agcagcatggecaggettagGCGGGATGAGGTTCCGCGTC
F2-F gacgeggaacctcatceccgcCTAAGCCTGGCCATGCTGCT
JIT PCRYHE 340_341 BRI 5 1377 41)
F2-R gcteggtaceeggggatcctGCGACCGGTACATCCTCGCCAC
d340341-F CGGAGGGTCTGGGAGAGGTAG
FIT PCRAGI 340_341 584
d340341-R AACGCGGTCCAGACCGCATTCTC

*INE IR R ANME AR BLZ 0], S0 AR B S 38k 2 & 591, LB Gibson Assembly J5 vk HEAT 4 /A
* Lower cases indicate the overlapping sequences between the two inserting fragments , or between the inserts and the vector,

which facilitated the vector construction by Gibson Assembly method

2 FERE55H
21 EFERBREH A pUC-A0340_0341 HIHIE

PCR 435144 0340_0341 J& K7 25 _F3i% 936 bp A1 ¥if7 1 424 bp i DNA ¥4, PCR F=#) 4lifk J5 28 Gib-
son 20 % WA & (NEB) 3e B B 2 ALY pUCT8 84K |
(2 686 bp, 7E T. thermophilus "M AEZ Hil BIZE A ) . HbRE
AR KN R 5 046 bp, i AR BER /N A 2 360 bp
(EI A4 0340_0341 _E1i 936 bp Al R ilf7 1 424 bp Z A1) , i A
F B A — A BamHIBEYI7 8, 47 F 0340_0341 T 2200 =
JEAIH (1) . pUCT8 BRI £ So by & bt & —4
BamH1 [ I g, LA K FEA 22 A4~ gD 1% R ahil 44 P D) g
B, A0 EcoRL, AW AR B 27 100N 7, H br 20 34k 4
BamHI FYI K 7= AP R B, KN30 2 1102 bp (£
T 0340_0341 13 )7 51 K43 B UiEFF 41 ) Fil 3 944 bp (2
T 0340_0341 N IERY 53— 853 8 91 SR 43 AR ¥ 91 )
2% EcoRL Y] , ¥ H P2 A2 — 4> K/ 5 046 bp A A B (] 1: LA AR pUC-A0340_0341 2 EcoRT 1 7 1 1) 5%
D). AP BRI T BamHI LUK BeoRI X R AT 0T
CHEARTEAT T B UII0IE o 38 12 T 8 A 456 Je R Uk A 25 il D) 1 the band of recombinant vector pUC — A0340_0341
FEY) 45 R R BamHI VI P22 T 1102 bp 13 944 bp generfalted by EcoRI digestion (5 046 bp) ; 2: the bands of re-
I/ B BooRTBBYIT 2 15 046 b g/ Fr R ([612). Sy oo DS 00 0u] ey Bumil i
PRI, 12 B 2 AR 94 A R B /N B 40 2 IE A 1, Sy 48 P12 TR BRL 4 P 7 I 6 T8 2 4
LG ALK pUC- 00340 0341, JRZE DNAWITE L e e
Jr kit — B HAE T pUC-A0340_0341 B M il A Be i verify the correctness of the inserted fragments of
A HERE . recombinant vector pUC—A0340_0341

5046bp

4500 bp
+— 3044bp

1102bp
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2.2 PCRETEHEERFRE0340_0341 M EFARE

¥ pUC-A0340_0341 55 4L T. thermophilus HB27 1, i1 T 4844 L& A 5 19 0340_0341 FE [ |- T i
DNA JPH S AL IS X PSP 510 55 G o R L [R5 0 P 4] & A= XA 48 1 [ 5 e 20, F ot , 350 20 At A 4 £
A 1 1 B A2 79 0340_0341 S5 PRDRE Bl Ak 10 2 A4 0 48 o7 5 DR B R ok (B B et LR 1) . i T
T. thermophilus W) 507 Z2 45 G AR FE e ALt A vh AT A A M 2 1 30 A et ik b iy S5 1A
PR NG, BV 1l R 35 A A A R 9 AR R S5 FE DR A 2 5 M o AR O i, AR S e e 7
A 575 RY 0340_0341 A HE R B A8 G AL+, R R 2 B RV AL 1 I IR LA LA 5 e Ak T o B
FRIR B W BE o BV A E TR R IS 4 0 TB -l L, BEALERI 96 4~ BA R 74 , >R FHIR & TR Ak b 12 (8 Mtk )
FEREE 20 DNA, PCR BriE IR & R A SE AL (8 FH 095 14900 d340341-F 5 d340341-R (5967 B LK 1,
BRI RS 86 1.2.3) 0 B RIGL (iR 5 0340 0341 S50 3L R, T 388 - BE R /IR 2 697 bp,
MZEAF R YA R [ 0340_0341 Z5FE [ (1 475 bp) BERbR , N4 F B/ A 1222 bp(E 1) PCR 4%
BN T RA ER M 145G B A4 A 0340_0341 Z A7 L], Hodh g 4/ 1B & R4 4 0340_0341
SEALHEDE (] 3, UK 1E 2.4.8.9) , PRI, 3 4 -3 iR 0 43 TR BR 19 0340_0341 KPR #2844 1 (1 28 A8 U 2547
SEPR U R85 o

3000bp —

2697 bp
2000 bp —
1500 bp —

1222 bp

1000 bp —

M:1 kb DNA ladder (NEB); 1 BFAE BRI #E 29 : 8 MRS Hibk b
M:1 kb DNA ladder (NEB) ;1:the wild-type strain;2-9:the 8 multi-strain pool
3 PCR%ESE 35 A RER 7L 0340_0341 45 (37 2 K Y BRI AR IR 43 1t
Fig.3 PCR analysis for sorting out the multi-strain pool that contained the knockout 0340_0341 allele

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 M

2000 bp
1222 bp 1000 bp

1,3,4,6,7: & A7 BF 50 0340_0341 S5 JE N A 213 RUGTRR 5 2, 5 2 B A7 HEER L 0340_034 1 25037 JE [H A 200 45 U BTk (1) A
0340_0341 28758 ) ;M : 1kb DNA ladder (Thermo Scientific)
1,3,4,6,7:homozygous strains containing the wild-type 0340_0341 allele;2,5: homozygous strains containing the knockout
0340_0341 allele (i.e. A0340_0341 mutants) ; M : 1kb DNA ladder (Thermo Scientific)
4 PCRIUTTESEE M AEH 7 A0340_0341 572K
Fig.4 PCR analysis for determination of the homozygous A0340_034 1 mutant

2.3 &% A0340 0341 RITIRIME
KRS LIREFER PCR 5 ik PR IE (0 B ik it v (181 3 9KGE 4, & A 121K ) S8 28 H & A R AR Y

=
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AT L DR TR AR L T2 T PR R AT AR R 28 R R 0340_0341 2567 B B 2 41, R, 8 HUE T 0 i
() TB 55 32 h {5 3%, LAl 22 & A ML 26 Ak, 225 0 85 35 VRO B TR A L TR A Pl b Bl AL PR IRCE A B T
7%, 38 3 PCR 56 0F ST 75 1Y 35 PR 28 (5140 R d340341-F 5 d340341-R) . 4558 Son, BRELEY 7 D Eikk
A A TEARAS B A AT A0 95 DLAGHEF A= 8 0340_0341 SR HE P, HUE A m bR 2 0340_0341 S5 A (55K
/1222 bp) , S8 414 B A0340_0341 AR (K1 4) . L, R X0 T thermophilus #4735 K J6
JRERR , ARG R AR AR IR B T 107 (HI2/96) o

3 GiSitie

Wit ISR TR 1. thermophilus S8 58 B I S AR W) OB Al , BoAT B 2G0T 98 S5 i g L. 1)
AN, 2T R I R TR e T A P PR S AR BRI I PRGBS B &35, PR G L B0 B 1 B s A 21 2 S L
AR R S T3 Ah AT — AN T R, wT R RTHC E I 3k F AR R S v U A A B
sl O T e M AR T B S0 DY R SR T B BT R R e A AR BN, ESEBRAE T thermophi-
Luus S S AT 195 P PR TS 2 IR L S0 00 i SR HE A B BRI ARG TR VE RO B R Ak . H AT AR E A LA
AR P F8 s PR TR ol o T B AE T 25 ol e e Y S AR AN S N RE T A B S L R N 4R Rl
BRI 57 26 B USL54% 2 B A = 40 T AN o ZE AT B8 Bacillus subtilis BT H WK B Caulobacter crescentus N[
T. thermophilus & Z A A , R B & A7 Z2 2 G (R . TERPORTE B0 T 1208 Al JE il 5 40, 2
e PR RS R ey, 280 il 23 R AT IR 578 A 2 5 Y L 7 A ik DR S v T [ I 5 A 98 A8 U N 2
TSR] BE R A9 1E S 3% T L BCHE , 76 T, thermophilus T %% T — Rl 9 3L R BB FBE . BR T T
thermophilus , F T A 1 22 40 1 51t 41 B B E S 20504, LU AN WE B4 Synechocystis sp. PCC6803" I An-
abaena sp. PCC 7120" UG ER AT 18 Halobacterium salinarum"™ MK FaWg £ 5 GE W Haloferax volcanii™ % %
PR TR o PR, AR SO 2 37 56 R TSI i R 7 Bt BLAT TR i Sy b b PG T ), R Se i B
G THACNAE TRIDIRE . BESEAR, 5 ERTHGE 977240 LU ASBIFFE T A A7 ik I8 ok B A
AR AU : FUH E R — A A T AR e 10 5 TR B A R A% 5 53 T 4R s R TR Hofb 2%
AR 200 T St 20 T R S T A T
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