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Fig. 2 The spatial effect of agricultural and tourism integration driven by digital technology
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Integration of agricultural and tourism resources and

spatial effect based on rural digitalization:
A case study of Conghua district, Guangzhou

LIN Ming-liang"?, WANG Min"’, LIU Fei’, CHEN Yi-si’, GUO Da-hao’
(1. The Center for Asian Geographical Studies, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China;
2. Department of Geosciences and Geography, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, FI-00014, Finland;
3. School of Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: Digital rural construction is important to realize rural revitalization and common
prosperity. Digital technology embedded in rural space is changing the development and
utilization of rural resources, and provides a new path for different types of resource
integration. The digital transformation of agriculture not only promotes the refinement,
intelligence and informatization of agricultural production but also creates a new space for the
integration of agricultural and tourism resources. This article takes the construction of digital
rural areas in Conghua district of Guangzhou as a case, focuses on how the digital
transformation of rural agriculture in Conghua reshapes the development and utilization of
rural resources and discusses how it promotes the integration of local agriculture and tourism
resources and its spatial effect. The study found that: (1) The embedding of digital technology
has enabled the agricultural space in the rural areas of Conghua, Guangzhou, to expand from a
single production space to a whole industry chain of "research and development-production-
consumption". Not only does it realize the informationization, refinement and intelligence of
agricultural development, but it also reconstructs the development mode of rural resources, thus
offering the possibility of integrating agricultural tourism resources. (2) The integration of
agricultural and tourism resources in Conghua takes place in two main spatial fields. The first
is based on the integration of the digital landscape in the physical space. Digital infrastructure
and technology- enabled placemaking constitute a new type of tourism attraction, creating
unique tourism experiences for visitors and enriching tourism and leisure options. The second
is the integration of digital space based on platforms. Visitors can participate in the destination
experience from a distance through digital platforms, where they are not only viewers of the
rural media landscape, but also participants with digital technology. (3) Digital technology
promotes the integration of rural agricultural and tourism resources and drives the reshaping of
rural spaces. This is mainly reflected in the promotion of agricultural space expansion, the
increased countryside dependence on external space and the mediatization of rural
representational space. However, there are also problems of the destruction of traditional
rurality, over-reliance on externalities and homogenised development. This study can provide
enlightenment for the integration and efficient utilization of rural resources under the
background of digital rural construction.

Keywords: digital rural areas; rural resources integration; agricultural and tourism integration;

spatial effect; Guangzhou



