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Fig. 1. The growth of tourists in Antarctica
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Table 1. Statistics of travelling mode
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2005—2006 29 582 211 1078 1165
2006—2007 35 378 174 908 1 046
2007—2008 44 956 257 439 613
2008—2009 37 300 285 273 0
2009—2010 36 303 345 233 0
2010—2011 32 735 558 375 0
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Table 2. National distribution of tourists in Antarctica
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2005—2006 11587 4593 3064 2515 1 656 4116
2006—2007 13319 5052 4590 2966 2 026 5716
2007—2008 16533 7372 5090 3338 2 809 6 698
2008—2009 12951 5430 3837 3028 2 376 6 598
2009—2010 11953 3789 5211 2582 2 082 7 609
2010—2011 12629 1495 2378 3220 2 531 8 478
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STUDY ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANTARCTIC TOURISM AND
THE COUNTERMEASURES CHINA SHOULD TAKE

Chen Danhong

( Chinese Arctic and Antarctic Administration, Beijing 100860, China)

Abstract

Antarctic tourism is a peaceful use of Antarctica that started at the end of the 1950s. Since then Antarctic
tourism has developed at a steady pace with a marked rise in tourist numbers, a gradual maturation of tourism routes
with fixed transportation modes, and a continuous improvement in international cooperation between operators.
Meanwhile, the legal regulations on environmental protection within the framework of the Antarctic Treaty System
are becoming increasingly comprehensive and compulsive. China’ s involvement in Antarctic tourism has not been
long and only two to three hundred Chinese people travel to Antarctica each year. Antarctic tourism enables people
to enjoy the beauty of nature and enhances awareness of environmental protection. It is also beneficial in promoting
the communication of international culture and cooperation in the protection of the environment, and will benefit the
restructuring and optimization of industry in China. Therefore, it is suggested that China should strengthen studies
on Antarctic tourism, legislate for the operation and management of Antarctic tourism to follow rules, regulations
and progress in an orderly manner, accelerate familiarization with international regulations and comply with interna-
tional practice. Antarctic tourism should also be promoted in accordance with commercial rules.

Key words Antarctic tourism, development trends, countermeasures and suggestions





