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The Process of G eographical Spread and
M atsu Belief and It s Driving Forces in Song Dynasty

ZHENG H eng-m i

(L College of Urban and E nvironm enial Siences P eking University, Bejing, 100871
2 Institute of Geography, Fujian N om al Un wersity, Fuzhow Fujian, 350007)

Abstract The relationsh p beween the geo-spatial distrbu tbn and diffusion of M atsu belefand the people who
bebng to different faith groups n Song Dynasty was analyzed in he paper and the view was pointed out hat one
path of belef s spread was beginning frum lower rank  then diffusing to higher ones and belif spread n different
ways based on d verse behaviors and mu ltiple activity spaces of those be bngng to various faih groups and fnally
fomed different geograph ical spatial d istrbu tbn

Song Dynasty was the early stagan ent of the M atsu belef s development Several different groups fisher
man, seafarer and local official pined one after another n the process of M atsu belief s geograph ral expan-
sbn whichmade the belief spread among ranks little by little D ifferent faith groups caused he geograph cal
spread in differentways For exanplk, fishem en made M utsu belief expand n an shortdistance and maritine
seafarers brought a long-distance m gratng spread while bcal officals nfluence the spread of belefboth n the
way of fishemen and maritin e seafarers

D ifferent faith groups fomed different geographical distrbution siuaton F shem en resulied in the sn ald
scale belief distrbutbn abng coast and the seanen fom ed market towns and m aritime ports belief distrbutbn
mode while local officials pranoted the belef to spread towards the political center Those different spread ng
modes and distrbutionw ere closely related with different groups’ activities and their geographical siuations Ge-
ographic units and dialects were the most wo mporant barriers to the belif’ s disirbution scale and space

Furthemore belief also spread anong peop lew ith different ranks fran te fishm en to rich seafarers even
to the h gher political status such as gentry and courtiers class G eograph ral space spread with different ranks
smultaneously The claim of the gentry and official for the social and political status turned the geographic chas
acters of spread ofM atsu belief to political center A fier the deification ofM atsu by government the spread mode
had changed findamentally The power of enpire pmoted the belief to diffise to the districts which have more
diversit n culure The pwoliferatbn in geographical space and social rank i teracted each other

A's aparticular culure phenanenon the fom atbn and development ofM atsu belief is he result of the nter
actbn by the concrete social situaton ( the conditbn and criteria of belief n themamnstrean ), geography sina-
ton ( geograph ic environment and relationsh p between environment and people) and canmunity ( faith groups
hathad the sane or sin ilar spirit requiran ent). Foundatbn ofM atsu belief is the particular sp irits ( such as sail
protectbn ofM atsu) andM atsu belief connects the faith gupswhich have the same needs of belief such as the
fisher sailng trader n sea gentkman nearby sea ( they lived by sea and all wanted food wealth fran the
sea prayed safety fran Matsu) , and bcal offcials who use the belief to achieve their political goals M atsu be-
lief occup ks the geographical space by those faith groups and fits the need of society, which foms a canplete
historic culture and geography process
Key words folk belief M atsy belief goup  geographical space



