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From ethylene promotion of female flowers to ethylene inhibition of
stamen development: a review on the study of developmental fate of

inappropriate organs in unisexual cucumber flowers

BAI ShuNong & XU ZhiHong

PKU-Yale Joint Research Center of Agricultural and Plant Molecular Biology, National Key Laboratory of Protein Engineering and Plant Gene

Engineering, College of Life Sciences, Peking University, The National Center of Plant Gene Research, Beijing 100871, China

The history of research on cucumber unisexual flowers was briefly reviewed, with an emphasis of recent progresses in
the study of developmental fate of inappropriate organs in unisexual cucumber flowers, especially the stamen of female
flowers. We also proposed our opinion about the future direction of research on cucumber unisexual flowers.
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