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Retracing Chinese civilization

GAO Xing'?
1. Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049

Abstract Chinese civilization is a towering tree standing in the metaphorical forest of human
evolution. It is characterized by important and unique features including long-term continuity,
novelty, unity, inclusiveness, and peacefulness. It possesses long and deep roots in the history of
human cultural development, that germinated in the Paleolithic and broke through the soil in the
middle and late Neolithic, eventually flourishing as it does today. In this paper, three aspects of the
dynamics of Chinese civilization are elaborated: impacts on and shaping of the natural environment,
the adsorbing effect of the mainstream population, and the influence of the so-called oriental
adaptive behavioral model and cultural diversity. It analyzes the incubation and development of
Chinese civilization, focusing on several major factors, including the innovation of new stone tool
technology and tool-kit composition, the emergence of symbolic behavior and the rapid
development of cognition, the broad spectrum revolution in subsistence and the expansion of
resource exploitation, the complex use and maintenance of living spaces and the behavioral
complexity of hunter-gatherer society, the invention of pottery, the extensive and sophisticated use
of fire, and the Paleolithic-Neolithic transition. This paper recommends that the on-going state
project, Exploration of the origin of Chinese civilization, should be expanded to include elucidation
of its roots in the Paleolithic era.

Keywords Chinese civilization; Paleolithic; evolutionary continuity; oriental adaptive behavioral

model; exploration of the origin of Chinese civilization
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