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CROP ROTATION AND THE WHEAT WIREWORM CONTROL

Wu I
(Nanyang Agricultural School)

The wheat wireworm, Pleonomus canaliculatus Fald. is densely distributed over the
loamy region along the river banks in Nanyang, in south-west Honan. The results of
a preliminary field sutvey made in May, 1963, show a striking contrast of population
density between the two groups of fields under different crop rotation systems. The
heavily populated fields are those that have been continuously used for growing two
crops a year, and the intervening ctops in the wheat rotation are usually corn, mungbean
and sweet potato. On the other hand, the fields of low population density are generally
used for growing five crops in three years or a single crop a year, sesame, soybean and
sorghum are mainly used as the intervening crops. ,

Analysis of the factors responsible for the differences in pest population density indi-
cates that the cultural practices and fallowing in the different rotational systems are the
major ones involved. ‘

Suggestions on rotational control measures are made for the heavily infested regions.
It is believed that a 5-crop-3-year-rotation should be adopted as much as possible, while
the less susceptible crops (sesame, soybean etc.) are used as intervening crops in the
wheat rotation. '





