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Self-Dissolution: The Extreme Features and Ultimate
Predicament of the Risk Society

Fan Chunping

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Aggressive crisis, huge risks on the frontiers of science and technology and engineering, and the

Jevons paradox are human predicaments found in different fields. This paper explores the basic meaning of and

relationship between these three types of predicaments, forming the sixth order expression of the Jevons paradox.

The author postulates that the three have common “self-dissolution” characteristics, which can be classified under

the “reflexivity” concept of the “risk society” theory. The self-dissolution predicaments jointly refer to the basis of

human survival, and “self-dissolution reflexivity” represents the extreme characteristics of a risk society. In this

study, some common causes of this dilemma are analyzed and the weak possibility and great difficulty of human

beings escaping it are examined, as the crisis is imminent and the opportunity window is rather narrow. Enlight-

enment and education are necessary prerequisites for arriving at a basic consensus; human beings should act

promptly to find a way to escape from or weaken this self-resolving dilemma.

Key Words: risk society; self-dissolution predicament; aggressive crisis; the huge risk in the frontier
of science and technology; Jevons Paradox; enlightenment & bildung



