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Further discussion on clinical value of serum tuberculosis antibody IgG in the first treated patients
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Abstract: Objective T o reexplore the clinical value and influencing factors of serum tubercu-
losis antibody(T B-Ab) IgG in the first-treated patients with smear positive pulmonary tuberculosis
(TB). Methods The positiverate of serum T B-Ab-IgG in 1911 firsttreated patients with smear
positive T B were analyzed retrospectively and were compared with healthy people of in the same pe-
riod. The relationships between positive rate of serum T B-Abr-IgG and some clinical features inclu-
ding the size of lesion, cavity with or not, sputum smear positive or negative, the amount of myco-
becterium tuberculosis from sputum were studied. Data were analyzed by statistical software. T he
relationship between positive rate of serum TB-AbrIgG and PPD results were also observed. Re
sults T he positive rate of serum T B-AbIgG in patients with smearpositive T B and, in patients
with smearnegative and healthy people was 53 3%, 20 5%, and 0. 4%, respectively. The close
relationships between the positive rate of serum T B-Ab-IgG and these clinical features including the
size of lesion, cavity with or not, sputum smear-positive or negative, the amount of mycobecterium
tuberculosis from sputum were found. Conclusions T he specificity and sensitivity of serum T B
Ab-IgG in patients with smear positive TB should be discussed and its clinical application and diag-
nostic value need to be improved.
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