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Abstract: In recent years, beef production and consumption in China has risen sharply and the beef cattle industry has
developed rapidly. How to adapt to local production conditions, to reduce environmental pollution, and to construct a
sustainable system has become a crucial point of the Chinese beef industry. France has a long history of beef production,
its cattle herds and beef production is currently ranked first in Europe, and its beef industry has a lot of quotable
experiences. This paper reviews the evolution of the French beef cattle industry in recent decades and its current status,

and describes the highlights of development. The French experiences that are useful for the development of the Chinese
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beef industry are discussed.
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Tablel Main French beef breeds and their performance™

- = HERAT AR M6~ 12 I 1416 ARVESE
WhEky  WHEEK  PEREG AR

sk At 1000~1400  700~900 145~1550 67.5~69
FIA: AEHER  1000~1300 650~850  1400~1500  67.5~69
SEFZEME SEALFEEA 1000~1300  700~850  1400~1500  67.5~69
FERR B 1000~1200  650~750  1350~1450 64~65

BRI A 850~1100 550~750  1150~1250 63
5 54 i 800~950 550~700  1200~1300 04
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Table2 Characteristics comparison of main French cattle breeds™
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Fig.1  Organization of beef cattle selection in France'*
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Table3  Selection herds and cattle number of three French breeds

between 1979 and 2008™
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Fig.2  On-farm management of different beef cattle in France™
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Table4 The total subsidy of different ruminant farms (except mixed

animal farms) in 2007™
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