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Table 1  Attractivity of different urban hierarchy to the floating population and the proportion of stock population in 2020
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Fig.1 Urban hierarchy, urban size and population attractivity under different population caliber in 2020
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Fig.2 Population attractivity among municipalities, separately planned cities and provincial capitals in 2020
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Fig.3 Population attractivity among prefecture-level cities and counties in 2020
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Table 2 Attractivity of different urban hierarchy to the floating population in 2020
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Exploring the urbanization path from the view of migration in China:
Population attractivity based on the urban administrative hierarchy

12,3

Zhang Weijia"*’, Sun Bindong™**
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Center for China Administrative Division, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China; 3. Future City Lab,
East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China; 4. Hainan Institute of East China
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Abstract: It is of great significance to explore the future urbanization path of China under the background of
the slowing urbanization. Based on the multi-source migration data, this article discusses the relationship
between urban administrative hierarchy, urban size and urban population attractivity. With the increase of urb-
an administrative hierarchy and urban size, the urban population attractivity increase. The attractivity of muni-
cipalities (province-level city), provincial capital cities and separately planned cities are higher than that of or-
dinary prefecture-level cities, especially far higher than that of county-level cities (counties). Measured by the
number of people attracted by the existing population per capita, the attractivity of separately planned cities,
provincial capital cities and higher-level and larger municipalities (province-level city) is basically in the same
range, which means that these cities are already close to the maximum city size. The population attractivity of
county-level cities (counties) is increasing dynamically, while those of other cities are decreasing. Rural mi-
grants are more inclined to migrate to low-level cities than urban migrants. The new urbanization policy, which
takes counties as important carriers, is necessary to advance the urbanization process and promote the coordin-
ated development of urban and rural areas. The policy is also in line with the trend of population migration, and
adapts to the urbanization of rural areas. In view of the lack of population attractivity of county-level cities
(counties), the transfer of rural population to county-level cities (counties) would be a policy-supported urban-
ization, which is simultaneous with the spontaneous migration to high-level cities. The organic combination of
market and government is precisely the advantage of China’s governance. In addition, the provincial capital cit-
ies of the eastern, central and western regions almost have the same population attractivity. Therefore, the urb-
anization of different provinces can form a system with provincial capital cities as the center in the context of
population returning to the central and western regions. While provincial capital cities begin to face agglomera-

tion diseconomy, the development of sub-center cities is important.

Key words: migration; urban population attractivity; urbanization
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