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Fig.1 Goals, issues and future paths of border port actors in the period of border trade
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Fig.2 Goals, issues and future paths of border port actors in the period of geo-cooperation
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Fig.3 Border port actor network in the period of border trade
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Fig.4 Border port actor network in the period of geo-cooperation
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The spatial transformation process and mechanism of Khorgos border port
from the perspective of Actor-Network Theory

Wang Bin', Sun Ao™, Liu Yungang*’, Wu Dianting’

(1. School of Social Science, Soochow University, Suzhou 215123, Jiangsu, China; 2. School of Geography & The Center for Asi-
an Geographical Studies, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China; 3. The Center of Administrat-
ive Division and Spatial Governance, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China; 4. Faculty of
Geographical Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In the context of the Belt and Road Initiative and Chinese-style modernization development, the
spatial transformation of border ports has become one of the regional development issues facing the country.
The spatial transformation of border ports is the result of multi-subject and multi-scale integration under the
background of deepening geopolitical and economic cooperation. However, there are few researches on the
spatial practice of border ports with diverse and heterogeneous subjects in the new period. Given this, this study
selects Khorgos Port as a typical sample and uses the Actor-Network Theory to analyze its spatial transforma-
tion process and formation mechanism. This study mainly adopts the qualitative research methods of participat-
ory observation, in-depth interview, and discourse analysis to obtain first-hand data, and obtains the required
data through data collation and analysis. The results show that: 1) The multiple and heterogeneous actors are
connected around the common goal of the stage under the premise of pursuing their interests, thus promoting
the construction and reconstruction of the border port actor network. 2) In the new period, the composition, in-
tention and goal of border port actors have changed, and the network of actors has changed from a loose state to
a tight state. Political power subjects mobilize market capital and social mass forces to participate in and jointly
promote the spatial transformation and development of border ports. This study aims to provide a reference for
the construction of Chinese-style modern border ports and their effective connection with the Belt and Road
Initiative. Through the construction and reconstruction of the network of actors, it is found that the participa-
tion of diverse and heterogeneous subjects in the construction of Khorgos Port also brings many difficulties and
problems, which should attract the attention of governments and management agencies at all levels, and jointly
promote the orderly, healthy and sustainable development of the border port by mobilizing forces from all
walks of life. The change in the network of actors at the Khorgos port reflects the deepening and strengthening
of the geopolitical and economic cooperation between China and Kazakhstan to a certain extent. This can
provide a basis for the study of the region to build an all-round cooperation platform under the framework of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in the future, and also provide a reference for the high-quality develop-
ment of other border ports in the context of China-style modernization development and their efficient docking
with the Belt and Road Initiative. In the future, the spatial transformation process and actor network changes of
border ports in different regions, different stages, and different types will be further compared, to provide refer-
ences for the formation of a new pattern of opening up to the outside world in the new era and the shaping of

cross-border cooperation space among countries.

Key words: border port; spatial transformation; Actor-Network Theory; Khorgos
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