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Abstract : Cancer-associated fibroblasts (CAFs) are an integral component of the tumor microenvironment. Recent studies have
established a close association between CAFs and the development, malignant progression, and poor prognosis of breast cancer.
However, a comprehensive understanding of the relationship between CAFs and breast cancer cell growth, invasion, metastasis,
and prognosis remains incomplete. In breast cancer, CAFs are regulated by tumor cells. Conversely, CAFs significantly influ-
ence tumor behavior by secreting cytokines and exosomes, which modulate the immune microenvironment, remodel the extracel-
lular matrix, and suppress immune cell function. These actions collectively promote tumor initiation, migration, invasion, and
drug resistance. This review summarized the role of CAFs in breast cancer cell growth, invasion, and metastasis, as well as their
association with patient prognosis. This synthesis aimed to deepen the understanding of breast cancer pathogenesis and provide a
theoretical basis for its diagnosis, treatment, and prognostic assessment.
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AU Mg 7P FE i (extracellular matrix, ECM) 543, #E1
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J5 T EA B AE AT, L2 1 g+ FUA 7 1 6T
FOL S CAFs AR IR T AL ML ) B 7 2L A8 4
JHLIE B | I AE A B SR b S T 24 A Ay T
PIVE AN B i 487 s S o8 i R N EA B T
TR ZTR 28 FL IR 0 & ML, Tn HL ok FF &8 B L
Ji I 12 B 5 16 Y7 AR B AL T R B S R
T, 4 T 23 A 98 AH G Bl 2T 4 240 Jifo 76 FL IR v i ot
st RA EEE L

1 CAFs

1.1 CAFsHIRIRESREY

BCET 2 240 1 ) % 30 e 3B ) & 1858 4F  FF Y
XoF 45 4 2 2 b oy WA R D ) AR B A M i AT T O
I (HAR A H AT, BRI R SCAKITH 4
PR o 21 2 20 B A VR I RS U 3 O JRR 1] 7S

JBT , U R Ry 22U, A ) 5 5 R e 2 s
2 Al T 7 % 2R (e 4 6 g 7 4 e R
AN ) AR AR IR L TR R B SRE S AT AL
HERE AR JCET A 20 MR, SO RSP Ay e AR 5
ILETHAEA L

CAFs 1) FZ bR S W 35 T 4R 20 M v Ak 2
(fibroblast activation protein, FAP) \a-~F-#F LI 5 £
1 (alphasmooth muscle actin,a-SMA ) BT 4E 41 iUy
545 M 1 (fibroblast-specific protein-1, FSP1) | Ifil /M
P A K 7 32 44 (platelet-derived growth factor re-
ceptor, PDGFR)"", #ki# 22 (9 UEPE i /R £ CAFs
8 b 2R PR BE A8 0 IR I R AT R 22 (R 1)
12 CAFsHIRBESIhEE

Hi T 20 S AR R 2R B 2, OE AL 25 7
e, CAFs HAT 1w B2 00 5 JJ 1, — 220 rCAFs,
myCAFs ,iCAFs il apCAFs, FL1X 67 7 5 9K 75 45
SRR S A A S A AP
X Jf IR A T A D T A5 A 28 5 L (R E AT Y 3
AR B 2 A JF T e A i B 58 7% 1R ZE B
B ANGS TR, eI 1o A E e (P 1) o

F1 CAFsHIEHRED
Table 1 Biomaker of CAFs

YIRS JE L CAFs PRIRDIKRP ik AR

P (vimentin) 2 Jo 1 IS v i) 7 22 JipEg AR A R AT A

a-FHIUILENE T (a-SMA) 2 5 ! S assh . MR, 295, ECM 8
LER R SE RN AT R

NIET NS S 1 (FSPT) - 4L 1 SHME s eI Sese ki, S Rl 2R 4L
FHHLL YA

AT ARG B (FAP) 1
NEREE H C (tenascin-C) ECMEH 1
255 H (desmin) 2N J5T !
M/MRATAEAER R FZ M wp B 1
(PDGFRa/B)

2 H (caveolin-1) JiL R
R H (podoplanin, PDND)  JE 1

LA M ECM B iR A0 R FIEE A% Wi G e

AR TREE , ECM E 9, 21 4EJE A
SAMERMA R AL, EMT

ECM BEEE

I 78 Fp (] i 22 MR, A0 TR

i PRl 2 1A M2 Ak, METE

SREA TR R

| BB SRl R A K

1.2.1 rCAFs rCAFs A TR0 X, 540
B S . AR T AT A B, rCAFs S
T R RS I £ A 5 7, B s LA i o o 2 P
W OVEHPY s 1CAFs 51052 TCF-B A5 553 B AT TL-
6/STAT3 fliii 4 o YR i A 5% (tumor microenvi-
ronment, TME) F &8 5 b7 38 et , & B &

AT 2 A M 3E 1 TGF-B UG 7 Ak rCAFs, 1M 43
W MMP2/9 2 ECM FAfe , sk sia 4 iz 22

1.2.2 myCAFs myCAFs S48 s 40 it i 2,
%55 ECM Ak A4 253 e 1 A, BIR ] 562 41 it
2. myCAFs B3G5 TGF-B/Smad2/3 i [ %
YIAHSG . FLAR I A0 A 50 36 1) TG F-B 5 LT 4 4 it
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\ S e * COL3A1 =
- HLREF4ECAF TAGLN NN
/ Q _< (myCAF) P
& N IL-lo  (RAFT. BUET 4D e
T 2 A . CXCL12 - ».
(CAF) PDGFRa \
FAERICAF
(iCAF)
3 CD-74 U R 0.9
SAA3 %O ®) iR
FUE R AICAF oS
(apCAF)

1 : CAFs — 53 4 rCAFs .myCAFs \iCAFs fllapCAFs. rCAFs ZFEMEAEH s myCAFs i i A BB AN T LGRS 54 5 ECM 9
iCAFs 333 BSR4 T G2 Y 5 apCAF's RABT B4 S 1) X380 CD4” T 41 .
El1l CAFsHHEREER
Fig.1 Classification and effect of CAFs

FMH TCF-BRIN (I #Z4K) &5 4, i TGF-BR 1T
WM AL IS TGF-BRI. 1% LAY TGF-BRISE M
g4k Smad2/3, 31 5 Smadd 454, ¥ A 40 4% N S
Bl — RN e 55, DT 5 BT 4 440 kL 5 Ak oy
myCAFs™,

1.2.3 iCAFs iCAFs 73 Afi TG 55 Ml Jgg (1% s 478 2
Joi DX 5K, 30 Ao 37 B e 4 R R A B 3 4T i
R EE . iICAFs BUFE AL TL-1/JAK-STAT i % 3K
By, IR 4 R R 1 L1 o V00 T T 44 4 i v )
JAKI/STAT3 {55, i/ T IL-6 fll CXCL12 43 , iF
A 5E Treg 4NAE I A CDS T 4TI RE ™ .

1.2.4 apCAFs apCAFs I T[] 2 40 0 , 7 T
= 2 Ik B 45 #4) (tertiary lymphoid structures, TLS)
JAFE, 5 CDS'T 40l Fl B 4R itk g 17 L iR B 5
I8 P R RE 2, il i WNT/B -catenin {5 5 | ¥
MHC T &3k, 76 ek s 90461 77 R 97 T
apCAFs 38 o 52 358 98 H0 s J0s T 4 MY, (R Fp 22l
W] B85 S PD-1/TIM-3 XU HE T 400 5 | fe &
SR 25

2 CAFs 52| B 20 B £ [5] 72 B B 8 SR 7%
RIRE
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PRGBS, BT R AR A AR

SE[RIHE e — Al 2 iR A A ek iR FNA S 7 41K
T*EI’JMIT%O WFFE R, e 40 M B A e e A2 A
CAFs n] 5 2Z tR&5 & , g1 fe i H i fe N 5,
AR SRBE D 745 (K, CAFs RERE LA 1 HE 5L
R R R A S T A M A AR A P R AR
()], 6 I (] A HERS , CAFs W5 | I 4 722 40
Ii) 5 ZEL 2SR B 1) RE g S i, DT ) S A ) T
i KA 5 R R R ER AT (2 2) o £5 |, CAF's

AJ 3 o — R A ML S e gl AR B AR R, X6

iR G R AR B 7= A S )

3 CAFs{R#HILIREMMmILE. I%. B
EERE

3.1 CAFsEE & #7730 e i 2L AR A Pt 58

TR EEMER

R, CAFs FEFLIYE A A SR A P i
A, o 25 RO L LU A0 B 7
A% RN R i it b A A (181 2) o
311 it AKBETR@EET  CAFsfill
F 655 55 7 W IR A%, 4 I AN B 2R K
(epidermal growth factor, EGF) | il £F- 4 4 ifd A
F (fibroblast growth factor, FGF) ¥4 fb /4 K
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K2 CAFs5REHMBEMXER

Table 2 Relationship between CAFs and immune cells

G P 2T I 25 8 5 CAFs X Z FgEas 27 30k
55 I 44 CAFs 38 13 43 14 B 4% 41} ¥4 1k 3 1 -1 (ce chemokine li- CAFsHERSTES M1BIE I [27-28]
(tumor-associated mac- gand 2, CCL2) % [H 1 W& 5| A A MLHE AJIMIEE T AR oAk 40 M ) M2 5% 4k, 15
rophages, TAMs) b M2 Y G 240 T, S v 0 LA S e R L R G0 0 SR/ . CAFs
e E R A K R 28 . WESE R I, S8 BN CAFs 5 2ok 43 4t it X+ (n
Z 1 CD163 5 CD206 FH: B Wi 240 i /F 2L IR 8 40 20 h % U] MCP-1., SDF-1 4§ ) 1 3%
Ao CAFs I 43I0 11-6 20 B - 5 W 4 i 4 7 R0 B D9 PR Ag A g, O 41 3k i
TSI EIEMAL TAMs 7 M2 B AL — (2 2 Rl M2 0 s 4 it 431k
A B S T A
H SR A5 40 i CAFs 43 4 J& 5 F i ( matrix metalloproteinases, MMPs ) CAFs il 70 aiFIIRE [28]
(natural killer cells,NK) 820> NK 41 jf 3 A1 #4075 32 0 (W NKG2D FeiR) (3635, 155 E2 Al TGF-B 1 il NK
NK UM 75k o eAh , CAFs 8 53 30 W e e 2,3- 4Ll 20 B0 3 1 Ik A1 %
WATHIIR R E2(PGE2) , FEAR NK A0 i 16 M . CAFsid@at o2 4 i i R A e 71 o
43U TGF-B \PGE2 5573 F il NK 16 1, BRI AR H CAFs A iR iRk
I NKG2D 5552 (R iy a1k , Bl 55 Hxt s an i i 5 RE 1o BRAIR T NK 40 i 3306 =2
UEAb , CAFs 4330 (1 MMPs 320> T i 40 i 2 180 9 MHCT S MR i 3k, i — 2 2
FEAR DG F , 32PN T NK M AR A880% NK 41 B e g 7
AR AN At CAFs 3 W 9 TGF-B Fl 1L-6 %5 [K T4 il DCs By % 24 AT Tl AT 20 it 98 5K U8 A9 CAFs [27-28]
(dendritic cells,DCs)  fi§, Wi > i 5 4 52 66 77, 055 DCs 38 & T 40 g 0 245 954 g % 42 8 15 7 DCs 1Y
B CAFs b g A8 Z W87 A Kyn, 106 DC 89534k A2, #E— 23 T 40 i
FITyRE , (2t Mk e G HagH
PR R R AN E L CDAFI CDS T MU B . CAFs L /b Z A il 2 CAFs B Lt v [28]
(tumor-infiltrating lym- KI5 X PFP T A M A DBE . B4, CAFs 73 WA iR 4 CD8' TILs % ik & %
phocytes, TILs) Fe b 4 % (thymic stromal lymphopoietin, TSLP) i i Jb, T FOXp3* TILs $t
A BN SR AN A , F2 F Th2 Ak , T 76 B & PRI 3, 2RI CAFs ] i i
Hfifi FH FAP'CAFs DNAZETE AT LIS IL-2 IL-7 %5 Th1 40 905 TIL (iR SC e
K135, R/ Th2 4H AR (AN 1L-4 1L-6) , ST At i)
BEPETIRCLANARAY A T
i F R PR M CAFs i@ SDF-1o/CXCR4 ¥R A2 W 5 | FRAZ AL, 3738 5 TL-6 MDSCs RE % 41l 1 T 4t ffd [28]
(myeloid-derived  sup- ™50 STAT3 B 175 T HA% A 7316 MDSCs. MDSCs 3E5H , B0 T 4 i (1) 273
pressor cells, MDSCs) i1 774 75448 (reactive oxygen species,ROS) . —S& L&A FIIRE, 2 7 e
oI (AN IL-10) , F0] CD8” T 4 B 14 375 14 , 52 45t
e iz
B4 it MCs 5 CAFs AHEAE L, A SCH MCs 18 a5 02 FEEF 4E A0 1% 5T 0 I8 25 %) 4N Trinostat [27]
(mast cells,MCs) T SRR A K F1 Tranilast (1) 5 H # 7~
T MCs il CAFs X # 9%
0 B A S5 9 o )
AL
Hp PR 41 i CAFs i it CXCR2 A3 k2= b I (5 S 40 5 01 ik CAFs 3 s #01 TANs i [27)

(neutrophils)

TANs

DI RE it — A At R 1

F-B (transforming growth factor-beta, TGF-B) \FMih
1A (exosomes ) 55,V FH T Ji 102 Fr) 98 48 Jd B JH At &
FRARM , TS H IG5 R A T R . A

RFEH,FCF2 532K FGFR1 M4 4, BEB1EIL T
W A5 S A% S 6, 1 T 43 5 L e 40 B 1) 1 7%
5127868 1. FGF i i 375 MAPK 3 1% , JE— 2
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Fig.2 Mechanisms of CAFs act on breast cancer cells

PO 2T 57 A4 2 S 9 A0 TP AR 4 B DA R
1RZZHE STAIR T CAFs 43 b AN A , 18 3 85
HEEESE I miRNAs L cireRNAs 25 R 43 1, 14186 5|
FLAR IR AN, 1 LS PR ik A Tifg
3.1.2 mMsP AR E R IERAE AT U,
5 W £ 3k — AR A 2 i 400 it A/ 35k 5 17 4 B D 2
FE o FURRIER B8 M 78 55 S A Mg 5 AT S5 IR A 1Y)
AR, AT D ECM RS 11 e A8 2 o e s i e B A7k
FR 25 D7 THT ™ A S R

CAFs 5 0 MR (19 T BEREE T H 4 a5
YA LTI BE T o A TRk iy 44 Sk < & 4 4 21
WA RN TR R N SRR, CAFs BB & L
WK TR A IV RS LL K VR U 147
VS ER 1 GBI R A2 RS 1Y CAFs7EECM
HIR T R AE EEER, RS KT T
FA A i 5 (Col-1 , T ) LA X MMPs, #4385 3%
HEFFAY I SR, DA ECM B Ay IR A, ik —
T FRHESh T R A0 B A AT AL TR 2R T oA Y
3.1.3 EE-MAFEA  CAFs BEUSIE S M 40
Wikt Z8 5B IS . CAFs AJ {2 3 I g 4 i
(A= Z8 T B , L3 Ao 7= A i TR 2R i 2 1
K75 T e 20 e e A b Bz T B e Ak, 2 T 4 sl 2L
J IR AN B I A B A RS o CAFs i Bh 2R {5518
#% (% W COX-2, NF-kB . HIF-1, TGF-B %5 ) i &
EMT, fif E-55 55 8% 1 (9 22 35 Bl 2D, S0fd i 4
JHLARE At ) B % e e O, DT AR A o i 78 55
fRZBHE 1™, CAFs 20 b 1 TL-6 . TGF-B % [A
F, AT i S p38 MAPK Wit 255 538 %, 5 5
FLMRIE 20 i 3 26 EMT 3 20 0 X — b Bl 15 I

B R TR g 200 i B4 B R I R IR 2R RE ),
A5 R B T T S 40, e 5 TR AR
e,
3.4 Jhabor X CAFs it IALBE g i3 2
L 3o Aol oy BRI T LA S R A B A S 4R
ZRVERE . MUV ) REAS (I 17 40 i B AR 4 i AR
AR HET R T A LAY IS S RE T o AL ) 5 4
F1J7 KT , CAFs F4 L LF 2 548, Sk oy 200 i 44 5%
TR AR, NG 5 HOz 3 5 1R Z8/E 17", CAFs
& B Lysyl &AL (lysyl oxidase, LOX) FT /S5 B9 i
Ji A2 R e — 20 14 5 40 i S0 R B g W A S L
RS R, LOX Hh CAFs 335, T2 e, 7 s 4 A1 F
T SR A M AR TS LOX ZRAA™ . W A ECM
i HE A R FAKBEIR L LA Rho GTPase % )
A AL 22 > o FLAR I S I S A M P A
JE , Hor O B AL AR BT S0 R R 2 i B R R A
X—GRE CAFs BB HEMH VML, d Tl
MO 3 T 7 A ) B ECM 23 U0% YAP/TAZAS S
R E OO IRsIRE g R Vi O = g S oA
2B,
3.2 CAFs XA [E I 2Y 2| B 7 40 A R MR B Y

ER

L i 9 K 45 E ¥ 3R 32 1K (estrogen receptor,
ER) .21 & 2K (progesterone receptor, PR)FlI A
2 [ K A 32K 2 (human epidermal growth factor
receptor 2, HER2) IR IRIRAS, AT R34 Luminal A |
Luminal B HER2 & 4 5 1 = [ 14 L B 98 (triple-
negative breast cancer, TNBC )X 4 fift 3= 2 7 #14

TEPER Z R BHE (HR) FLAREE T, CAFs T fiE



A K P (W IGF-1 FGF) A5 N 40 14
Y7 24, [R] i AR 21 4 ARy P T T B30 1 4 e
AP BE 5T B B R 25 938 02 i A HER2 3 5%
IKHUZLIE T, CAFs ' =28 15 EGFR/HER i #% fic
fA 5 i 96 A4 T 1 3 R 7 4R B ) 95 3% A2 4 B f
S I BRI = B SRR  CAFs B
1o BE AR R A 58 ) 43 W CXCL12 1L-6 25 4
JHE0 D] 55 A U Y 1 T 200 R R A VAT o) 4 L
JF 1 PD-L1 23K I8 B v Bl g S 2R B> . ik
Ab, BEIRRERUFLR S P Y CAFs R Sk 5 63K LOX
G  , 380 2o JE A HK e e e LA REE 2 4 177 38
% YAP/TAZ mechanotransduction 8 &% , 3% ) if J84
FPELE R EE RS A A R R S 1 A 4
MU 7R CAFs T VE RS HEIG YT A ¥R  (H T

WL 5 AR R TR P TREE | 641
&

AT oM AT RIS

CAFs ZEAS [) FL AR g S0 80 vp & 7 B 4 FH 45
AR, e 8 A 18 1 e 40 A R S R
{55 % ECM F 9 | 1l A8 A RN G2 0 45 22 Fif
HL, X i ) 2 2 R S RIS A Y7 I IO 7 A S

4 CAFs7EFLIREH YA T R IE

PR IR P CAF's B A7 75 T LA BE iR f)
SRS NG R, W FUIE AR T AR B R . H
B A KRR R Y], CAFs fEFLI A 21 i 3%
A5 BE IR RBUS AHSC . I, CAFs 7EFL
i g v BAT S AL, © R H R R Y
FUBEEIZ W AR TR (3R 3) .

R3 HXIFBREF CAFsHIZAY

Table 3 Drugs targeting CAFs in breast cancer

259 I R B BE YER =

M e R 1 4 PHIETE T TGFB \PDGF 5 AR 114 bl
Avbin I R i WEIFAR T A R i 5]

EAUTIE S b TSR 2R 1 5 A A AR A e SR AE
ProAgio I PRI AR auB3, I I EEE L BRI CAFs 08 A
arBe 1 # JAK/STAT 3 4% A1 DNA Y 775 B T 15 7 310 241 5510
4 AR 14 i E MCL2 F IR h WUER 104 77, 4w CAFs ik
HA-PTX I A i MMP (I i % A5 B A ECM R i)

HE R I PR i M TGFB BE L

1Z FGEFR #0551 I PR i M) CAFs B0%
4.1 ¥BE CAFsHIEIT R I& BUR

FI T FAP HUAREL FAP M), 7T D4 S
H U A6 CAFs B3P . O A I IER , Bt
FAPHUIARZE & B 40 KUk 2% 24 2 G BE S A S0t e
B3 CAFs, 32 @16 97 B RUR IF IR R
T ) Tl R T 24 2 — T 2% 4 1)
CAFs SR . FAPFES P I00E AR 24 ] DL i
1] 15 7€ 35 FAP () CAFs Jf 16 F BRI 076 , B e 4
MLEEPEZG Y, T A BRBE CAFs, BEAb, — 28/
Iy FALE W (AN TGF-B 40 i ) )t v L 38 1 B I
CAFs [ 0T 15 5 38 4%, 15 2040 ] ek 9 Th e ) B
0l T CAFs fERUZE TR T th i EBEAE T, 25
B G R A 5 B ) (4N PD-1/PDL-1 #i 551)) 5
CAFs 88 [my7 ik, vl Be e Ak g — A EE Ty .
T AR CAFs /S B I, 1845 675 4H JEXof e
Je 240 JEL ) R SRR 3 68 0 L A R IOAS B4 1 i PR

4.2 TIHREEINRIETT R

5 — Tl B W 2 30 o CAFs 55 H A 290 i )
{30 TR A2, 40 IL-6/STAT3 il 4% 5% FGF/MAPK i
B, TR CAFs 15 (TG 97 T 24 P A e 1= 28 1k
it T3k 22 B A2 4 i 55, FT LUK 55 CAFs 1Y SRR
FH A e 200 i 2B X7 U

CAFs 5IRITHPLZ A 4= B, i
— b BV K b R O B 9 0 30 A A ELVE .
CAFs 38 i3 73 WM 5401 5 A0 M AC U, B 4 5
P A0 BLAE NS AR HTIR YT T BN &R . BEAh, CAFs
300 3 o O 40 L AP R T, Sy A B DR AR AR
PEHT TME P B G928 J I, 3 7 BHLAR S 88 ¥R T 7 31U
G A, AR HE VR T I 25 1 . B,
CAFs 54N 2 M A AR . s 40 i
PEAL TR AR R IR R, 1215 9 200 i 76 fb Y7 sl A
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