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A dataset of protected parrots and turtles sold on Taobao during

2016 — 2017
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Abstract: The wildlife trade is one of the major threats to biodiversity. Understanding its spatial patterns and
driving factors is crucial to effectively invest in protected resources and formulate conservation strategies.
Although e-commerce platforms can provide convenience for the wildlife trade, it also could be an important
means for spatial investigations. We have chosen Taobao as the platform for the survey, and collected the
sales information of protected parrots (120 days) and turtles (150 days) during 2016-2017. The transaction
information contained in this dataset include 5,862 parrots (46 species) sold from 100 cities and 66,926 turtles
(49 species) from 109 cities. The dataset not only provides an ideal data source for exploring the driving
factors of the wildlife trade and consumer preferences for biological characteristics of wildlife, but also
provides a reference for the ongoing improvement of the wildlife management policy and the future
assessment on the policy effect.

Keywords: E-commerce; parrot; turtle; wildlife trade; pet trade; biodiversity conservation

Dataset Profile
Title A dataset of protected parrots and turtles sold on Taobao during 2016 — 2017
Data authors YE Yunchun, LUO Yi, WEI Qingming, HE Jingyi, ZHOU Zhaomin
Data corresponding author LUO Yi (v_luoyi@126.com)
Time range 2016 — 2017
Geographical scope China
Data volume 3.98 MB
Data format * Xlsx
Data service system <http://www.dx.doi.org/10.11922/sciencedb.j00001.00138>
Sources of funding The Scientific Research Foundation of China West Normal University (17B0O10, 19D044)

The dataset consists of two parts. One is the online sales data of protected parrots, and the
other is the online sales data of protected turtles. The dataset consists of two excel files:
DATA_PARROT.xIsx and DATA_TURTLE.xIsx. DATA_PARROT.xlsx has five
worksheets, which store the transaction data of parrots for 4 rounds (each round includes
Dataset composition
30-day transaction volumes) and 120-day transaction data of 46 parrot species from 100
cities in China. DATA_TURTLE.xIsx contains six worksheets, which store the transaction

data of turtles for 5 rounds (each round includes 30-day transaction volumes) and 150-

days transaction data of 49 turtle species from 109 cities in China.
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