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The Compiling and Characteristics of Fu Zhenlun’s An Introduction to Museology
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Abstract: Fu Zhenlun was a famous historian in the 20th Century of China, An Introduction to
Museology was his representative work in the study of museology. The book was Fu Zhenlun’s systematic
summary of his many years of museum work practice and museology theory research. The reasons
why he compiled the book successfully were that he had three unique conditions. Firstly, Fu Zhenlun
had long-term practical experience in museums. Secondly, Fu Zhenlun had rich experience in visiting
European museums and was familiar with the advanced management systems of Europe and museology
theory. Thirdly, Fu Zhenlun had profound editing skills in museological journals and abundant academic
achievements. The system of this book was complete and its content was substantial, it basically covered
the foundamental theories of museology and initially constructed a theoretical system of museology with

Chinese characteristics.
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The four characteristics of this book were as follows. Firstly, the book referred and absorbed

comprehensively the museology theory of the Soviet Union. Secondly, it combined the theory of

museology with the actual situation of Chinese museums. Thirdly, it had the courage to introduce the

experience of museology in European and American capitalist countries and made a realistic evaluation

of museums in western countries with an objective and fair attitude. Fourth, the book emphasized that

the work of museums should stand in the people’s position and reflect the nature of people as much

as possible. The book was the first monograph on museology compiled under the guidance of Marxist

historical materialism in People’s Republic of China and it occupied an important position in the history

of Chinese museology.
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