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Fig. 1 Trade of Yunnan'’s export to ASEAN (a) and dependence of Yunnan’s export to world and ASEAN (b) in 2000-2014
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Abstract: Yunnan Province is located in the frontier of Southwest China, which borders on Vietnam, Myanmar
and Laos. Since the agreement of Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Co-operation Between
the People’ s Republic of China and the Association of South East Asian Nations, the trade relationship be-
tween Yunnan Province and the ASEAN plays an important role in the development of Yunnan Province. With
“the Belt and Road” moves on, the trade relationship between Yunnan Province and the ASEAN would further
intimate, while its export characteristics have also undergone tremendous changes. By using data from Cus-
toms and statistical yearbook, and with the help of related trade index and input-output method, this article ana-
lyzes export characteristics between Yunnan Province and the ASEAN. The result shows: the trade dependence
between Yunnan and the ASEAN has been significantly enhanced, while Yunnan’s export trade to countries of
the ASEAN is geographically unbalanced. Yunnan's export trade to the ASEAN has upgraded, from minerals-,
chemical products-oriented to agricultural products-, electronic manufacturing products-oriented. As Yunnan
Province’ s export to ASEAN, agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery products had the strongest
economic and employment effects, it can be argued that Yunnan’s export products upgrading can alleviate the
employment problem, while promoting industrial transformation to technology-intensive industries. Under the
research result, we take some advises that: firstly, ASEAN countries has a high economy growth rate, and Yun-
nan Province should be closer to ASEAN in the trade, especially to Vietnam etc.; Secondly, Yunnan Province
should continue to promote the upgrading of export products for ASEAN steadily, especially for light industri-
al products to ensure the economic growth and employment growth incurred by the export; Thirdly, Yunnan
Province should take “the Belt and Road” opportunities to increase its trade with ASEAN fully, and help to de-
velop its economy. However, “the Burmese conflict” and other incidents would hinder the trade between Yu-
nan and ASEAN, and China should offer some help for solving regional conflicts, which would help to build

stronger trade relationship between Yunnan and ASEAN.
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