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Fig.1 Situation of “geopolitics” themed journal papers in CSSCI journals
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Debates on the Concept of ‘Geopolitics’ and Its Research Paradigm
From An Interdisciplinary Perspective

An Ning'?, Cai Xiaomei™’

(1. School of Geographical Sciences and Remote Sensing, Centre for Human Geography and Urban Development,
Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 2. Guangdong Provincial Center for Urban and
Migration Studies, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 3. School of Tourism Management,

South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Through the literature analysis of ‘geopolitics’ in Chinese core academic journals and books from
1982 to 2019, this paper investigates the different understanding of concept and research paradigm related to
‘geopolitics’ in two different disciplines, geography and politics. It mainly has two conclusions. First, there are
many similarities between the two disciplines’ understanding of ‘geopolitics’, including the joint attention to
the concepts of ‘geo-strategy’, ‘critical geopolitics’ and ‘emotional geopolitics’, the joint discussion on the is-
sue of ‘security and rise of big powers’, ‘regional geography’ and ‘energy geopolitics’, as well as the common
emphasis on case analysis and qualitative analysis methods in the analytical framework. The second is that the
two disciplines also have their own characteristics. For example, in the discipline of geography, it has derived
the concepts of ‘geo-environment’, ‘geo-economic’ and ‘geo-culture’, while the political science also discusses
the notions of ‘geo-security’, ‘currency politics’ and ‘intelligence geopolitics’. Moreover, geography has more
spatial and systematic thinking on issues, preferring the topics such as marine geopolitics and major interna-
tional projects, while political science emphasizes current affairs and focuses on analyzing current affairs polit-
ics and the behind geopolitical logic. Furthermore, on the analytical framework, geography is deeply influ-
enced by the measurement revolution, with which both qualitative and quantitative analysis are concerned,
while political science is more dependent on case study and qualitative analysis. These similarities and differ-
ences, on the one hand, indicate that the current division of discipline does not completely change the fact that
‘geopolitics’ originates from the same source while on the other hand, it also points out that these differences
are the key to the formation of current disciplinary boundaries. By examining the mainstream genealogy of
‘geopolitics °, this paper attempts to clarify an interdisciplinary ‘geopolitical > research system, in order to

serving for the country’s development and social progress.

Key words: geopolitics; interdisciplinary; geography; politics; research paradigm



