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Educational Psychology: A Bridge between Psychology and Education

Liu Huashan Gong Shaoying Xiong Junmei
(School of Psychology, Central China Normal University 430079 Wuhan)
Abstract Educational Psychology is an important applied discipline of psychology science investigating the
psychology of man and laws for behavior modification. The primary laws for learning and instruction in
school context are the foci of Educational Psychology. Educational Psychology has been the product of psy-
chology and education. When it was founded as an independent discipline at the beginning of the last century,
it enormously promoted the scientific study of education. In the last twenty years, there has been great advanc-
es for Educational Psychology in learning and cognition, motivation, emotions and belief, instruction and sub-
ject learning, and individual differences in learning, etc. The trends of research development are: The study of
general cognitive process has shifted to the cognitive study of concrete subjects in classroom settings; The psy-
chology of teaching has been more emphasized; Multiple perspectives for research are preferred; Educational
psychologists have begun to pay attention to persons in social cultural context instead of only paying attention
to individual characteristics; The impact of computer and internet technology on learning has been trans-
formed into a new research field. Lastly, the authors put forward some suggestions as on how to further nur-
ture the development of Educational Psychology, with its function as the communicative platform for psychol-
ogy and education.

Keywords educational psychology, developmental thread, research advancement, trends of development
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